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Charlotte,  N.  C. 


PREFACE. 


This  book,  containing  the  genealogy  of  the  Phifer  family, 
was  written  many  years  ago  by  Mr.  Charles  H.  Phifer,  late 
of  Concord,  N.  C,  but  wras  never  published. 

In  order  to  preserve  it,  I  caused  a  manuscript  copy  of  it 
to  be  made,  and  this  book  is  published  from  that  copy. 

Thinking  that  this  Genealogy  and  History  is  worthy  of 
being  preserved  for  the  benefit  of  the  descendants  of  Martin 
Phifer,  Sr.,  I  have  had  the  same  published. 

It  is  my  desire  to  place  a  copy  of  the  publication  in  the 
possession  of  the  descendants  of  Martin  Phifer,  Sr.,  as  a 
family  history,  in  order  that  the  Genealogy  and  History  of 
the  family  may  be  preserved. 

GEORGE  E.  WILSON. 

Charlotte,  N.  C,  April  25,  1910. 


THE   GENEALOGY   OF   THE   "PHIFER  FAMILY." 


Martin  Phifer,  Sr.,  born  1720,  died  1791,  married  Mar- 
garet Blackwelder,  born  1722,  died  1803. 

Martin  Phifer,  Sr.,  the  ancestor  of  the  "Phifer  family" 
in  this  country,  was  born  in  Switzerland,  October  18,  1720. 
Of  the  place  of  his  birth,  or  the  early  part  of  his  life,  we 
have  no  information,  but  it  is  believed  he  was  born  in  Berne, 
Switzerland. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1737,  not  seventeen  years  old,  he  left 
Berne,  Switzerland,  for  this  country,  and  arrived  after  a 
long  voyage,  at  the  province  of  Pennsylvania,  February  3, 
1737.  How  long  he  remained  there  is  not  known.  From 
there  he  came  to  Mecklenburg  county,  North  Carolina,  and 
settled  on  Cold  Water  Creek,  four  miles  from  the  present 
town  of  Concord. 

Here  he  engaged  in  farming,  an  occupation  he  followed 
all  his  life.  On  October  1,  1745,  he  married  Margaret  Black- 
welder,  and  took  her  to  his  home,  known  as  "Cold  Water." 

By  this  marriage  with  Margaret  Blackwelder  he  had  three 
sons,  John,  Caleb,  and  Martin. 

At  "Cold  Water'"  he  lived  a  strictly  private  life,  busy 
with  the  duties  of  the  farm,  and  through  industry  and 
economy  acquired  a  fortune  in  a  short  time.  He  was  a 
large  land  owner,  most  of  which  lay  along  this  creek,  and  was 
fertile  and  so  noted  to  this  day.  The  house  he  lived  in  was 
a  large  two-story  frame  building,  with  wings  from  the  main 
building.  A  large  hall  ran  the  whole  width  of  the  house, 
and  the  rooms  had  high  ceilings,  with  great,  large  fireplaces 
and  the  smallest  of  windows  Near  the  banks  of  the  old 
creek,  in  a  beautiful  level  place,  the  house  stood,  and  was 
surrounded  by  an  orchard,  garden,  and  outhouses. 

Now,  all  this  has  passed  away,  and  all  that  remains  to 
tell  you  that  our  original  ancestor  lived  here  is  an  old  well 
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overgrown  with  vines  and  briars,  a  few  shade  trees  and  the 
name  given  to  the  place,  "The  Old  House  Field."  The 
ground  is  now  under  cultivation,  and  the  plough  goes  through 
the  same  old  field,  year  after  year,  and  the  voice  of  the 
laborer  is  as  merry  now  as  then,  little  thinking  of  those  who 
lived  here  long  ago.  In  religion  he  was  a  Protestant,  of  the 
Lutheran  denomination.  He  died  at  "Cold  Water"  on 
January  18,  1791,  and  is  buried  at  the  Phifer  graveyard, 
three  miles  from  Concord,  near  the  old  road  leading  from 
Charlotte  to  Salisbury. 

Of  his  mind,  personal  appearance,  disposition  and  char- 
acter, we  have  no  information,  as  this  can  only  be  given  by 
persons  who  have  left  us  now  forever.  But  this  much  we 
will  venture  to  write,  that  from  his  childrens'  record,  he 
was  a  superior  man,  with  a  mind  vigorous  and  active,  and 
of  a  moral  character  free  from  blame  He  was  methodical 
in  the  arrangement  of  his  private  affairs,  kept  an  account  of 
the  weather,  the  time  the  seasons  opened  and  closed,  and 
his  private  papers  in  relation  to  himself  and  family  were 
kept  in  the  same  nice  order  In  his  will  the  name  is  spelled 
"Pfeiffer,"  but  has  since  been  changed  to  "Phifer."  He 
gave  each  of  his  children  a  handsome  fortune,  which  con- 
sisted mostly  in  lands.  In  his  will  he  was  particular  as  to 
what  should  be  done  with  the  things  about  the  house.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Whig,  and  had  the  cause  of  America's 
freedom  at  heart.  He  lived  to  see  his  eldest  son,  John,  fall 
an  early  sacrifice  to  that  cause. 

His  wife,  Margaret  Blackwelder,  was  a  native  of  Holland, 
and  descended  from  a  respectable  family  of  that  country. 
'Tis  said  she  came  over  in  the  same  ship  with  Martin,  and 
with  her  parents,  settled  in  Mecklenburg  county.  She  was 
born  October  29,  1722,  and  married  as  above  stated.  The 
descendants  of  her  father,  some  of  whom  now  live  in  the 
county  of  Cabarrus,  are  known  for  their  industry  and  re- 
spectability. The  life  of  Margaret  is  lost  in  the  distance  of 
time,  and  all  that  can  be  found  of  her,  concerning  her  life, 
if  of  no  worth.     Knowing  nothing  to  the  contrary,  we  ven- 
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ture  to  say,  she  was  a  good  woman,  and  made  Martin  a 
good  wife.  She  died  after  her  husband,  at  "Cold  Water, " 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one  years,  on  January  18, 
1803,  the  same  day  and  month  as  her  husband,  and  is  buried 
at  the  Phifer  graveyard. 

In  that  peaceful  and  secluded  graveyard,  where  the  wild 
flowers  mingle  with  the  grass  and  the  overhanging  cedars 
cast  their  long  branches  over  the  ground,  and  the  heavens 
bend  soft  and  blue,  are  the  graves  of  Martin  and  Margaret, 
who  sleep  side  by  side,  that  eternal  sleep. 

As  you  enter  the  old  gateway,  the  first  graves  to  your  left 
are  those  of  Martin  and  Margaret. 

A  simple  piece  of  soap  stone  let  in  the  half  of  a  mill 
stone  marks  their  graves  with  the  following  inscription  in 
old  English: 


In    Memory    of 

Martin   Phifer,    Sr., 

Born   October   18,   1720, 

Died  January  18,  1791. 

Aged  71  years. 


In  Memory  of 

Margaret  Phifer, 

Born  October  29,  1722, 

Died  January  18,  1803. 

Aged  81  years. 


THE  CHILDREN  OF  MARTIN  PHIFER,  SR.,  AND  MAR- 
GARET PHIFER. 


The  children  of  Martin  Phifer,  Sr.,  and  Margaret  Phifer, 
were : 

John  Phifer,  born  March  22,  1747. 
Caleb  Phifer,  born  April  8,  1749. 
Martin  Phifer,  Jr.,  born  March  25,  1756. 


John  Phifer,  born  1747,  died  1778,  married  Catherine 
Barringer,  born  1750,  died  1829. 

John  Phifer,  the  first  child  of  Martin  Phifer,  Sr.,  was  born 
at  his  father's  house,  "Cold  Water,"  on  March  22,  1747.  In 
early  life  John  was  sent  to  school,  was  well  educated,  for 
the  opportunities  afforded  at  that  time,  considering  the 
privations  of  a  new  and  frontier  life.  On  arriving  at  a  more 
mature  age,  he  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  farming,  on  land 
given  him  by  his  father,  which  was  situated  near  Buffalo 
Creek,  and  about  three  miles  to  the  west  of  the  town  of  Con- 
cord. At  the  age  af  twenty-one  he  married  Catherine  Bar- 
ringer  and  took  her  to  his  home  at  the  "Red  Hill."  The 
house,  always  known  as  the  "Red  Hill,"  was  situated 
on  a  prominent  hill  that  overlooked  his  farm,  and  for  many 
miles  the  surrounding  country.  Today  the  old  house  can  be 
seen,  as  you  journey  along  the  old  road  from  Charlotte  to 
Salisbury.  It  has  been  so  altered  that  not  much  of  the 
original  is  left,  but  enough  still  remains  to  tell  you  that  here 
the  brightest  member  of  the  Phifer  family  once  lived,  and 
died. 

John  was  destined  not  to  remain  long  at  the  quiet  pursuit 
>of  farming.  He  took  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  the 
early,  and  patriotic  efforts  which  characterized  his  county, 
Mecklenburg,  before  and  during  the  Revolution,  and  appears 
to  have  been  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  of  the  remarkable 
men  of  that  day,  who  figured  in  the  foreground  of  the  move- 
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ment  which  gave  to  us  our  independence.  His  talents  were 
soon  recognized,  for  he  was  a  delegate  and  signed  the  famous 
Declaration  at  Charlotte,  May  20,  1775.  Having  now  fully 
entered  public  life,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Provincial  As- 
sembly of  general  delegates,  which  met  at  Hillsboro,  21st 
August,  1775.  The  year  following  he  was  a  member  to  the 
Provincial  Congress  which  met  at  Halifax,  April  4,  and  was 
also  elected  to  the  Congress  which  met  at  Halifax, 
12th  November  of  the  same  year  to  form  a  State 
Constitution  and  organize  a  State  Government,  under 
the  new  order  of  affairs.  All  these  places  of  high 
trust  he  was  appointed  to  by  successive  elections  of  the 
people  of  the  county.  The  war  with  the  mother  country 
having  now  fairly  begun,  he  was  called  upon  by  his  country 
for  his  services,  which  he  gladly  gave.  He  was  appointed 
on  the  21st  of  December,  1776,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  one  of 
the  ten  Battalions  raised  by  order  of  the  Provincial  Council 
in  Salisbury  District,  under  Griffith  Ruthford,  Colonel  Com- 
manding. He  was  with  Ruthford  in  the  trying  expedition 
against  the  Cherokee  Indians,  and  was  in  a  campaign  to  the 
Old  Fort,  so  long  the  headquarters  of  the  Indians  and  Tories, 
in  the  upper  part  of  South  Carolina,  commonly  known  as 
the  expedition  against  the  iScovelites.  This  last  expedition 
ended  his  services  in  defence  of  his  country.  He  came  home 
borne  down  with  a  disease  of  which  he  died  suddenly,  at  his 
own  house,  at  the  Red  Hill,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
1778.  Thus  he  fell,  an  early  sacrifice  to  the  cause  of  freedom. 
He  had  talents  of  a  high  order,  with  great  decision  and 
will  of  character.  His  personal  qualities  were  of  the  most 
attractive  character,  honest,  frank,  generous,  and  brave,  he 
feared  no  foes  and  had  no  enemies,  but  the  enemies  of  the 
country.  As  a  soldier  he  was  ardent,  and  without  reproach. 
His  address  was  commanding,  and  in  his  personal  appear- 
ance he  was  fine  looking.  With  his  talent  for  public  speak- 
ing he  did  much  to  excite  the  flames  of  resentment  against 
the  usurpations  of  the  mother  country,  and  was  noted  for 
his  success  in  persuading  the  young  men  of  the  country  to 

9 


join  the  ranks  in  defense  of  their  liberties.  His  domestic 
character  was  pleasing,  and  though  he  died  early  in  life, 
he,  in  that  short  time  gained  for  himself  the  appellation  of 
a  good  father.  In  religion  he  was  a  Protestant,  of  the 
Lutheran  denomination,  and  in  politics  a  Whig,  enjoying  in 
a  great  degree  the  confidence  of  the  Whigs  of  that  region  of 
Province  and  State. 

Near  his  house  the  family  graveyard  is  situated  on  a  slop- 
ing hill.  At  its  base  runs  the  creek,  which  has  seen  many  men 
come  and  go.  For  beauty  of  location,  the  graveyard  cannot 
be  surpassed.  Here  he  is  buried.  His  grave,  which  is  at  the 
foot  of  his  mother's  and  father's,  is  covered  entire  with  a 
granite  slab  four  inches  thick.  In  this  granite  is  let  a  piece 
of  soap  stone  on  which  the  inscription  is  written.  The  grave 
of  John  is  thus  particularly  described  because  there  is  a 
tradition  that  the  grave  was  mutilated  and  defaced  by  Brit- 
ish hands,  to  show  their  hatred  to  his  memory.  From  all 
knowledge  obtainable,  the  author  of  this  genealogy  feels 
compelled  to  deny  the  story,  on  account  of  the  following 
facts:  The  British  on  no  occasion  came  nearer  his  grave 
than  fifteen  miles,  and  upon  examination  of  the  stone,  upon 
which  the  inscription  is  written,  it  is  evident  that  old  time 
and  not  the  British  'has  done  the  damage.  The  stone  being 
of  a  soft  nature,  easily  gave  way  to  frosts  and  other  changes 
of  the  weather.  Part  of  the  stone  upon  which  the  words 
were  engraved  is  broken,  but  the  pieces  remain  now  as  then. 
His  wealth  consisted  chiefly  in  lands,  of  which  he  had  a  large 
amount.  By  his  marriage  with  Catherine  Barringer  he  had 
two  children,  Paul  and  Margaret.  In  his  last  Vvill  and  testa- 
ment, which  is  now  on  file  in  the  Mecklenburg  County  Court, 
all  in  his  own,  and  bold,  and  clear  handwriting,  he  directs 
these  children  to  be  liberally  educated,  and  to  each  divides 
most  of  his  estate.  He  appoints  his  honored  father  and  his 
honored  father-in-law,  Paul  Barringer,  executors  to  Ids  last 
will. 

Catherine  Barringer,  his  wife,  was  born  November  24, 
1750,    and    was   the    eldest    daughter   of   Paul    Barringer,    a 
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native  of  Germany.  She  was  a  woman  of  fine  intellectual 
mind,  and  was  noted  for  her  beautiy  and  accomplishments. 
In  the  year  1768,  she  married  John  Phifer,  and  lived  with 
him  at  the  "Red  Hill"  until  his  death.  After  John's  death 
she  still  lived  at  the  "Red  Hill,"  but  shortly  afterwards 
married  Mr.Savage,  of  Rowan  county.  By  him  she  had  sev- 
eral children.  Here  she  lived  the  rest  of  her  life,  and  died 
on  the  26th  May,  1829,  and  is  buried  at  Luther's  Chapel,  in 
Rowan  county 

The  family  she  descended  from  was  of  the  best  in  the 
country.  Her  father,  Paul  Barringer,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolution,  and  became  distinguished  in  that  war.  In  the 
present  day,  some  of  the  descendants  of  her  father  have 
occupied  prominent  places  in  the  government,  possessing 
intellects  of  a  superior  order,  and  manners  both  polished 
and  refined. 

Caleb  Phifer,  born  1749,  died  1811,  married  Barbara 
Fulenwider,  born  1754,  died  1831. 

Caleb  Phifer,  the  second  child  of  Martin  Phifer,  Sr.,  was 
born  at  his  father's  house,  "Cold  Water,"  April  8,  1749. 
He  was  educated  at  the  same  school  with  his  brother  John. 
On  entering  life,  'he  engaged  in  farming  on  lands  given  him 
by  his  father,  five  miles  to  the  west  of  Concord,  on  the  road 
from  that  place  to  Statesville.  The  house  he  lived  in  was 
situated  near  Buffalo  Creek,  and  his  lands  joined  his 
brother's,  while  the  house  was  distant  one  mile.  Shortly 
afterwards  he  was  called  upon  by  the  people  of  his  county 
for  his  services  as  Commander  (H.  C.)  in  1778.  This  place  he 
filled  continuously  with  one  exception  until  the  division  of 
the  county,  which  was  in  1792.  In  1793  he  was  the  first  and 
successive  senator  from  Cabarrus  county,  till  1801  inclusive. 
All  these  places  he  filled  with  honor  and  distinction,  and 
today  some  of  his  speeches  can  be  produced,  which  show  a 
clearness  and  brightness  of  intellect.  He  died  July  3,  1811, 
and  is  buried  in  the  Phifer  graveyard,  next  to  his  mother.  It 
is  said  he  was  a  colonel  in  the  American  Army,  and  over  his 
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grave  is  the  name  colonel.  It  cannot  be  ascertained  from 
any  one  now  living  that  this  was  the  case.  It  is  mentioned 
for  what  it  is  worth.  His  life  is  deficient  in  many  ways,  for 
we  know  very  little  concerning  him.  In  personal  appearance 
he  was  fine  looking,  and  his  manners  were  pleasing  and  re- 
fined. In  politics  he  was  a  strong  Federalist,  and  in  religion 
a  Protestant  of  the  Presbyterian  denomination. 

His  wife,  Barbara  Fulenwider,  was  born  on  the  Yadkin 
river,  Rowan  county,  N.  C,  in  1754.  The  time  she  married 
Caleb  is  not  known.  She  was  a  woman  of  strong  will,  but 
with  a  good  and  kind  disposition.  She  died  after  her  hus- 
band, and  is  buried  next  to  him.  This  family  consisted  of 
seven  daughters  and  one  son,  who  by  his  death  rendered  the 
name  of  "Phifer"  in  this  branch  of  the  family  extinct. 

A  large  granite  slab  covers  the  grave  of  Caleb,  and  at  the 
head  is  a  piece  of  slate  let  in  the  granite,  which  bears  the 
inscription.  Barbara's  grave  is  covered  in  the  same  way. 
The  inscription  is  in  these  words: 

Sacred  to  Sacred   to 

The  Memory  of  The  Memory  of 

Col.   Caleb  Phifer,   who   died  Barbara   Phifer,   who    died 

the  3rd  July,  1811.  the  20th  March,  1831. 

Aged   63   years.  Aged  77  years. 

The  children  of  Caleb  Phifer  and  Barbara  Phifer: 
Esther,  Margaret,  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Barbara,  Mary,  Ann, 
John  Fulenwider. 


Martin  Phifer,  Jr.,  born  1756,  died  1837,  married  Eliza- 
beth Locke,  born  1758,  died  1791. 

Martin  Phifer,  Jr.,  the  third  child  of  Martin  Phifer,  .Sr., 
was  born  at  his  father's  house,  "Cold  Water,"  March  25, 
1756.  He  was  educated  at  the  same  school  with  his  two 
brothers,  John  and  Caleb.  After  his  education  was  finished, 
he  remained  at  home  and  assisted  his  father  about  the  farm. 
On  November  the  5,  1778,  he  married  Elizabeth  Locke,  and 
took  her  to  his  father's  house.  The  war  of  Independence 
had  now  begun,  and  he  enlisted  as  a  private  soldier  in  Amer- 
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ica's  cause.  Here  he  soon  gained  distinction  as  a  good  and 
brave  soldier,  and  in  time  was  appointed  Colonel  of  a  Regi- 
ment of  Horse,  with  his  headquarters  at  Philadelphia.  His 
duties,  which  were  to  carry  orders  to  the  "Army  of  the 
South,"  subjected  him  to  many  dangers  and  privations. 
Notwithstanding  all  this,  he  filled  the  position  with  honor 
and  fidelity,  and  was  many  times  complimented  for  his 
bravery. 

When  America  came  joyfully  from  the  embrace  of  her 
unnatural  mother,  England,  Martin  returned  home  with  glory 
on  his  name. 

His  father  being  one  of  the  executors  of  the  will  of  his 
son  John,  he  sent  Martin  to  take  care  of  the  estate  and  chil- 
dren of  John.  To  the  house  of  his  brother  John  he  moved 
with  his  family,  and  for  many  years  kept  a  public  house.  Far 
and  near  his  table  was  known;  he,  being  a  great  hunter, 
kept  it  well  supplied  with  deer  and  other  game,  with  which 
the  forest  then  abounded 

While  here  (it  is  a  tradition  in  the  Phifer  family),  when 
Washington  made  his  tour  South,  he  was  the  private  guest 
of  Martin  for  'one  night  and  part  of  the  day.  His  wife, 
Elizabeth,  made  great  preparation  for  the  great  man's  com- 
ing, and  was  sorely  disappointed  when  she  found  her  distin- 
guished guest  so  simple  in  his  diet.  Before  the  death  of  his 
father  he  moved  back  to  "Cold  Water,"  and  lived  with  his 
father  until  his  father's  death.  Here  he  built  the  house 
that  now  stands  on  the  hill,  and  distanced  from  the  old  house 
a  short  way.  It  is  a  plain  log  house,  weatherboarded,  two 
stories  high,  with  the  same  little  windows  and  large  open 
fireplace,  after  the  architecture  of  that  day.  The  old  locust 
trees  that  he  planted,  which  have  stood  the  storms  of  many 
winters,  still  stand.  Their  great  st'out  branches  are  now 
covered  with  long  moss,  and  silently  they  keep  watch  over 
"the  old  house"  nearly  one  hundred  years  old. 

It  is  related  of  him,  that  on  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth 
Locke,  at  her  father's  house,  in  Rowan  County, 
they    were    married    in    the    open    air,    on  a  table  under  a 
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large  oak  tree.  This  was  done  so  that  the  immense  crowd 
could  get  a  good  view  of  them.  This  proceeding  he  was 
sensitive  about,  and  when  joked  about  it,  said:  "  'Twas 
done  to  please  one  of  the  Locke's." 

The  last  twenty  years  of  his  life  he  suffered  very  greatly 
from  the  disease  >of  stricture. 

During  his  last  days  he  went  to  live  with  his  son,  John,  at 
the  "Black  Jacks."  Here  he  died  from  the  disease  of  stric- 
ture on  November  12,  1837,  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
is  buried  at  the  family  graveyard. 

In  personal  appearance  Martin  had  much  to  be  admired. 
He  was  six  feet  in  height,  of  great  strength  and  vigor.  His 
complexion  was  ruddy  and  bright,  animated  and  inviting. 
His  hair  he  always  wore  brushed  back,  and  in  middle  life, 
as  it  was  turning  gray,  with  his  firm  step,  large  and  well 
built  form,  he  was  a  fine  specimen  of  a  man;  and  was  con- 
sidered the  best  looking  of  his  father's  children,  and  the 
handsomest  man  in  all  that  part  of  the  country.  Of  his  do- 
mestic character,  frugality  was  not  a  part  of  it,  and  on  the 
reception  of  his  friends,  his  house  was  open  to  all.  His  lib- 
erality to  the  poor  was  well  known,  and  to  his  children  he 
was  liberal,  both  in  fortune  and  opinion,  sometimes  criticis- 
ing their  short-comings.  Of  his  moral  character,  nothing 
can  be  found,  but  purity  and  excellence.  He  was  not  given 
to  display,  but  led  a  quiet,  unassuming  life.  His  honesty 
was  great,  which  can  best  be  shown  by  the  following  inci- 
dent : 

During  the  war  of  Independence  he  loaned  a  soldier  from 
Tennessee  a  sum  of  money.  Some  time  after  he  met  some 
one  going  there,  and  requested  him  to  collect  the  debt.  On 
this  person's  arrival  at  the  house  of  the  soldier  he  found  the 
soldier  had  no  money,  but  took  in  payment  of  the  debt  a 
land  warrant  for  three  hundred  and  more  acres  of  land. 
Martin  remarked:  "This  is  too  much  for  the  debt,  and  I 
will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,"  and  in  after  life  when 
asked  about  it,  said  he  would  so  fix  it  in  his  will  that  none 
of  his  children  should  inherit  this  property.     The  deed  for 
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the  land  is  now  in  possession  *of  the  family,  but  not  the  land. 
An  anecdote  to  illustrate  another  part  of  his  character  is, 
that  while  attending  the  court  at  Charlotte,  he  was  asked 
by  some  one  for  a  chew  of  tobacco,  and  as  he  handed  the 
box  to  the  person,  Charles  Polk,  nicknamed  Devil  Charley, 
put  his  fingers  in  the  box  and  remarked  he  thought  it  was 
"saur  kraut,"  whereupon  Martin  knocked  him  down. 

In  politics  he  was  a  Whig.  In  religion  he  was  a  Pro- 
testant of  the  Lutheran  denomination. 

Of  his  fortune,  part  he  inherited  from  his  father,  but  the 
greater  part  he  accumulated  by  the  trade  of  a  "mill  wright," 
being  regarded  as  the  most  skillful  in  that  trade  of  any  one 
in  that  country.  Most  of  his  property  was  in  land,  having 
at  least  thirty  thousand  acres,  most  of  which  lay  in  this 
county,  some  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  and  five  thou- 
sand acres  in  Tennessee.  The  number  of  slaves  he  had  is  not 
known. 

The  following  passage  occurs  in  his  will,  now  on  file  in 
Cabarrus  County  Court:  "I  will  that  seventy  dollars  be  left 
in  trust  with  my  executors  for  the  servant  boys  John  and 
Bob,  as  a  compensation  for  their  great  fidelity  to  me,  $35 
for  Bob,  $45  for  John.  It  is  my  will  that  my  negro  boy 
John  shall  serve  my  son  John,  but  serve  no  further,  and  not 
to  be  hired  out,  and  that  my  son  John  shall  provide  an  easy 
and  comfortable  living  for  said  negro  in  compensation  for 
his  kindness  and  fidelity  to  myself."  He  appoints  his  son 
John,  and  his  two  sons-in-law,  James  Erwin  and  John  Craw- 
ford, executors  to  his  last  will  and  testament 

His  wife,  Elizabeth  Locke,  was  descended  from  one  of  the 
best  families  in  the  land.  She  was  born  December  22,  1758, 
at  her  father's  house,  in  Rowan  county,  four  miles  to  the 
west  of  the  town  of  Salisbury.  She  was  well  educated  and 
considered  very  smart,  which,  together  with  her  general 
disposition  and  ingenuity,  gained  for  her  many  admirers. 
She  died  early  in  life,  at  the  age  of  33  years, 
being  on  a  visit  to  Caleb  Phifer.  She  became  sud- 
denly sick,  and  after  a  short  illness  died  of  cholera  morbus, 
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June  1,  1791,  at  his  house.  She  was  buried  at  the  family 
graveyard,  next  to  the  grave  of  John  Phifer.  Beside  the 
grave  of  Elizabeth  Phifer,  Martin  Phifer,  Jr.,  is  buried.  A 
plain  slab  of  soap  stone  marks  their  grave.  The  words  are 
in  old  English,  as  follows: 

In   Memory  of  In  Memory  of 

Col.  Martin  Phifer,  Jr.,         Elizabeth  Phifer,   wife  of 
who  was  born  March  25,  1756,  Martin  Phifer, 

and  departed  this  life  formerly    Elizabeth    Locke, 

November  12,   1837.  who  was  born  22  Dec,  1758, 

Aged  8IV2  years.  and  departed  this  life 

Also  June  1,  1791. 

Aged  33  years. 
The  children  of  Martin  Phifer,  Jr.,  and  Elizabeth  Locke 
Phifer : 

John,  born  September  1,  1779. 
George,  born  February  24,  1782. 
Mary,  born  December  1,  1784. 
Margaret,  born  December  7,  1786. 
Ann,  born  March  8,  1788. 


Explanation. — This  ends  the  main  branches  of  the  Phifer 
family.  The  rule  to  be  followed  is  to  take  the  oldest  mem- 
ber of  each  generation  and  trace  them  to  the  present  day. 
the  next,  &c,  &c,  the  same  way.  John  Phifer  being  the 
oldest  son  of  Martin,  <Sr.,  his  children  will  be  the  first  traced 
in  this  genealogy,  and  Paul,  his  oldest  child,  will  be  the  first 
mentioned.  *  *  * 
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DESCENDANTS  OF  JOHN  PHIFER. 


Paul  Phifer,  (Born  1770,  died  1801)  married  Jane  Alex- 
ander. 

Paul  Phifer,  the  first  child  of  John  Phifer,  was  born  at 
his  father's  house,  the  "Red  Hill,"  March  14,  1770.  He  was 
well  educated,  as  his  father's  will  directed,  at  the  Log  Cabm, 
in  Charlotte.  Shortly  after  his  return  home,  having  in- 
herited the  home  place,  he  engaged  in  farming,  which  he  con- 
tinued to  his  death.  When  quite  young  he  married  Jane 
Alexander,  in  the  year  1790,  a  woman  known  for  her  beauty, 
and  took  her  to  a  home  he  had  built,  near  the  old  house. 
This  house  was  destroyed  by  fire  before  his  death,  and  he 
afterwards  lived  in  the  old  house. 

The  life  of  Paul  has  no  important  events  in  it.  He  lived 
in  peaceful  times,  and  died  early  in  life.  In  person  he  was 
of  medium  size,  and  bore  the  family  likeness.  He  was  a 
promising  young  man,  and  had  he  lived  to  a  greater  age 
would  have  lent  honor  to  the  name.  His  life  was  pure,  and 
all  loved  him  who  knew  him.  He  died  May  20,  1801,  and  is 
buried  in  the  family  graveyard,  near  his  sister  Margaret. 
Paul  bore  the  name  of  "Capt.  Paul  Phifer,"  but  how,  or 
why,  is  not  known. 

Jane  Alexander,  his  wife,  was  the  daughter  of  Col.  George 
Alexander,  of  Mecklenburg  county.  She  was  celebrated  for 
modesty,  pleasing  manners  and  beautiful  person.  After 
Paul's  death  she  married  Mr.  Means,  of  the  same  county, 
Mecklenburg.  Paul's  children,  when  their  mother  married, 
remained  at  the  home  place,  while  she  went  to  Mr.  Means' 
to  reside. 

The  children  of  Paul  Phifer  and  Jane  Phifer: 

Martin,  Jr.,  born  October  19,  1792. 

John  N.,  born  March  19,  1795. 

George  Alexander,  born ,  1796. 
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Nelson,  born  December  25,  1797. 
Caleb,  born  November  — ,  1799. 

A  simple  piece  of  soap  stone  marks  Paul's  grave.  These 
are  the  words  on  it: 

In  Memory  of 

Capt.  Paul  Phifer, 

who  was  born 

March  14,  A.  D.  1770, 

and  departed  this  life 

May  20,  1801.    Aged  31  years,  2  m. 

The  three  children,  Martin,  Nelson  and    Caleb,    died    in 

childhood.     They  are  all  buried  together.     A  slab  of  slate 

covers  the  grave,  with  this  simple  inscription : 

In  memory  of  Martin  Phifer,  Jr. 

Was  born  October  19,  1792, 

and  died  April  5,  1793. 

In  memory  of  Nelson  Phifer. 

Was  born  December  25,  1797, 

and  died  September  — ,  1798. 

In  memory  of  Caleb  Phifer,  Jr., 

who  was  born  November  — ,  1799. 

and  died  August  16,  1800. 

John  N.  Phifer,  born  1795,  died  1856,  married  Ann  Phifer. 

John  N.  Phifer,  the  second  child  of  Paul  Phifer,  was  born 

at  his  father's  house,  the  Red  Hill,  March  19,  1795.    He  was 

early  sent  to  school,  near  home,  and  was  there  prepared  for 

the  University  of  North  Carolina,  where  he  graduated.     On 

his  return  home  he  engaged  in  farming  on  the  home  place, 

which  Ihe  inherited  from  his  father.     On  the  10th  of  June, 

1822,  after  a  long  courtship,  he  married    his    cousin,     Ann 

Phifer,  and  lived  with  her  at  the  Red  Hill. 

The  State  of  Tennessee  now  attracted  his  attention  as  be- 
ing a  country  far  superior  to  where  he  was  living,  he  sold 
the  home  place  to  a  Mr.  Long,  and  together  with  a  number 
of  his  relatives  moved  to  Bedford  County,  Tennessee.  How 
long  he  remained  here  is  not  known,  but  he  removed  to  Cof - 
feeville,  Mississippi,  and  engaged  in  cotton  planting,  an  oc- 
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cupation  he  followed  'till  his  death.  After  a  lingering  illness 
he  died  September  7,  1856,  of  cancer  on  the  cheek,  in  Lafay- 
ette county,  near  Water  Valley,  in  Yallabusha,  Mississippi. 
John  N.  was  a  man  who  cared  little  about  a  public  life,  being 
content  to  remain  unnoticed.  His  mind  was  strong  and 
quick.  In  person  he  was  above  the  medium  size,  with  fine 
features  and  a  pleasant  expression.  His  manners  were  pleas- 
ant, and  he  was  a  lively,  agreeable  companion;  never  met 
trouble  half  way,  but  took  things  as  they  came,  which  gave 
him  the  name  of  one  who  liked  his  ease. 

Ann  Phifer,  his  wife,  was  the  daughter  of  Caleb  Phifer. 
She,  like  all  her  father's  children,  received  as  good  an  edu- 
cation as  the  country  afforded.  She  was  a  great  beauty,  and 
somewhat  of  a  coquette  in  her  nature,  for  her  husband  paid 
court  to  her  a  long  time,  and  she,  through  no  cause  that 
could  be  seen,  postponed  their  marriage  for  a  long  time. 
When  they  did  marry,  as  above  stated,  they  lived  a  very 
happy  life.  She  was  an  excellent  woman  in  every  way,  and 
by  her  death  her  family  suffered  much.  She  died  and  was 
buried  at  Salem,  Mississippi. 

The  children  of  John  N.  and  Ann  Phifer: 

Paul,  born  December  11,  1823. 

Caleb,  born  July  11,  1826 

Barbara  Ann,  born  — . 

Sarah  Jane,  born  — . 

Charles  W.,  born  — . 

Mary  Josephine,  born  — . 

Caleb  and  Paul  died  early,  and  are  buried  at  the  family 
graveyard.  A  marble  stone  is  erected,  with  the  inscription 
in  these  words: 

Caleb  Phifer,  son  of  Paul  Phifer,  son  of 

John  N.  and  Ann  Phifer,  John  N.   and  Ann  Phifer, 

Born  July  11,  1826,  Born    December    11,    1823, 

Died  July  23,  1826.  Died   May   24,   1824. 

Barbara  Ann,  their  third  child,  married  Dr.  Phillips,  of 
Alabama.  They  both  died  not  long  since.  Whether  they 
left  any  posterity  is  not  known. 
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Charles  W.  Phifer,  their  fifth  child,  was  sent  to  school  and 
prepared  for  college.  His  father,  now  living  in  Mississippi, 
sent  Charles  to  the  University  of  North  Carolina.  His  pro- 
ficiency at  school  was  so  marked  that  he  was  given  a  bright 
future.  At  the  university  he  distinguished  himself  and  was 
the  first  in  his  class.  He  only  remained  at  the  university 
about  two  years,  when  he  was  sent  to  West  Point.  Here 
he  graduated,  and  on  leaving  that  institution  received  a 
commission  as  Lieutenant  of  Dragoons  in  the  United  States 
Army,  and  joined  the  Southern  Army,  in  the  War  Between 
the  States,  as  captain.  At  the  battle  of  Shiloh  he  was  dis- 
tinguished for  gallantry,  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Brigadier  General,  in  the  "Army  of  the  Mississippi."  He 
was  the  youngest  general  in  the  Confederate  Army,  and  for 
bravery  and  generalship  was  often  mentioned.  In  personal 
appearance  he  is  a  handsome  man.  Through  the  whole  State 
in  which  he  lives,  he  is  known  for  his  good  looks  and  affable 
manners. 

George  Alexander  Phifer,  born  1796,  died  1868,  married 
Elizabeth  Beard,  who  was  born  — ,  died  1865. 

George  Alexander  Phifer,  the  third  child  of  Paul  Phifer, 
was  born  at  his  father's  house,  "Red  Hill,"  in  the  year 
1796  He  was  sent  to  school  near  home,  with  his  elder 
brother,  John  N.  With  his  brother,  John  N.,  he  went  to  the 
University  of  North  Carolina,  and  graduated  the  same  year. 
When  he  returned  home  he  followed  the  pursuit  of  farming, 
on  land  given  him  by  his  father.  Here  he  built  a  house,  'tis 
situated  on  the  road  leading  from  Charlotte  to  Salisbury, 
and  half  a  mile  from  the  home  place.  The  house  still  stands, 
and  was  an  extraordinarily  good  building  for  those  days. 
Large  oak  trees  stand  in  the  yard.  The  house  might  be 
called  three  stories  high,  for  the  first  floor,  which  is  built  of 
brick,  is  eight  feet  high,  the  rest  is  wood.  Large  broad  steps 
lead  to  the  entrance,  and  a  fine,  wide  hall,  with  high  old 
ceiling,  runs  through  the  house.  About  the  year  1835  he, 
together  with  his  brother  John  N.,  and  other  relatives, 
moved  to  Bedford  county,  Tennessee.    Here  he  remained  for 
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some  time,  and  engaged  in  the  same  occupation  as  before 
he  left  North  Carolina.  From  here  he  moved  to  Union  county, 
Arkansas,  where  he  lived  the  rest  of  his  days.  He  died  in 
the  year  1868,  of  cancer  on  the  cheek,  and  is  buried  near 
where  he  lived. 

His  wife,  Elizabeth  Beard,  was  born  in  Burke  county, 
North  Carolina,  of  a  good  and  respectable  family.  She  mar- 
ried George  A.  in  the  year  1820.  She  made  him  a  good  wife, 
and  was  in  every  way  a  good  woman.  She  died  three  years 
before  her  husband. 

The  children  of  George  Alexander  Phifer  and  Elizabeth 
Beard  Phifer: 

George,  Margaret  (who  married  Mr.  Pool),  Andrew  Beard, 
William,  Locke,  John,  Paul,  Mary  L. 

Margaret  Phifer,  born  1772,  died  1806,  married  John 
Simianer,  who  was  born  1765,  died  1806. 

Margaret  Phifer,  the  second  child  of  John  Phifer,  was 
born  at  the  "Red  Hill,"  her  father's  house,  April  12,  1722. 
She,  as  her  father's  will  directed,  was  well  educated,  and  in 
time  married  John  Simianer,  wlho  was  a  man  of  splendid 
character.  They  lived  on  land  she  inherited  from  her  father, 
on  the  road  leading  from  Charlotte  to  (Salisbury,  distance 
from  the  home  place  one  mile  to  the  west  and  four  miles 
from  Concord.  Here  she  lived  until  her  death,  which  her 
tombstone  says  was  in  her  37th  year,  while  the  record  in  the 
Bible  makes  her  34.  She  is  buried  in  the  family  graveyard 
next  to  her  father.  John  Simianer,  her  husband,  at  the  time 
of  his  marriage  with  Margaret,  was  a  resident  of  this  county, 
Cabarrus,  and  was  for  many  years  clerk  of  the  court.  He 
was  a  man  universally  liked,  and  was  a  devout  Christian. 
He  is  buried  in  the  family  graveyard  opposite  his  wife.  To 
each  of  their  graves  is  a  good  marble  tombstone,  with  the 
following  inscription: 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of 

Margaret  Simianer,  who  departed 

this  life  January  1,  1806.    Aged  37  years. 
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Why   do   we   mourn   departed   friends, 
Or  shake  at  death's  alarm? 

'Tis  but  the  voice  that  Jesus  sends 
To  call  them  to  His  arms. 


Sacred  to  the  memory  of 

John  Simianer,  who  departed 

this  life  March  12,  1806.    Aged  41  years. 

Hear  what  the  voice  from  Heaven  proclaims, 

For  all  the  pious  dead, 
Sweet  is  the  savour  of  their  name, 

And  soft  their  sleeping  bed. 
They  die  in  Jesus  and  are  blessed; 

How  kind  their  slumbers  are, 
From  suffering  and  from  pain  released, 
And  free  from  every  snare. 
Mary  Simianer  was  the  only  child  of  Margaret  and  John 
Simianer.     She  married  Adolphus  Erwin,  of  Burke  county, 
and  by  him  had  seven  children,  as  follows: 

Simianer,  Bulow,  Matilda,  Alfred,  Mary  Ann,  Harriet, 
Louisa. 

Bulow  married  and  has  children.  Harriet  married  Col.  J. 
R.  Rankin  and  has  children.  Louisa  married  James  Wilson 
and  has  children.  Simianer  died  of  consumption  after  he 
reached  manhood.  Matilda,  Alfred,  and  Mary  Ann,  never 
married,  and  reside  at  Pleasant  Garden,  in  McDowell  County, 
North  Carolina. 

This  ends  the  descendants  of  John  Phifer,  the  first  child  of 
Martin  Phifer,  Sr. 

Esther  being  the  first  child  of  Caleb  Phifer,  she  and  her 
descendants  will  be  traced  to  the  present  day 
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DESCENDANTS  OF  CALEB  PHIFER. 


Esther  Phifer  married  Nathaniel  Alexander. 

Esther  Phifer,  the  first  child  'of  Caleb  Phifer,  was  born 
at  her  father's  house,  five  miles  from  Concord,  on  the  road 
leading  to  Statesville.  She  married  Nathaniel  Alexander, 
of  Mecklenburg  county,  now  Cabarrus,  April  10,  1793. 
Their  house  was  ten  miles  from  Concord,  to  the  southwest, 
near  the  road  leading  from  Charlotte  to  Concord. 

By  her  marriage  with  Nathaniel  Alexander  she  had  ten 
children.  She  died  at  her  husband's  house,  and  is  buried 
near  there. 

Their  children  were:  Margaret,  Caleb,  Jane,  Eliza,  Sarah, 
Mary,  Nancy,  Esther,  Charles,  John. 

Margaret,  their  first  child,  married  Maj.  Robert  iSmith,  a 
very  wealthy  man,  and  known  for  his  liberality  and  hospital- 
ity. They  lived  near  her  father's  house.  The  home  was 
called  "  Smithville, "  but  is  now  known  as  the  "Morehead 
Place."  By  this  marriage  they  had  an  only  child,  Sarah, 
who  married  William  F.  Phifer.  Margaret  and  Robert  Smith 
are  both  buried  in  the  family  graveyard,  near  the  house  in 
which  they  lived. 

Sarah  Smith,  by  her  marriage  to  Wm.  F.  Phifer,  had  an 
only  child,  named  Sarah,  who  married  John  L.  Morehead, 
and  by  him  had  five  children:  Annie,  Margaret,  Phifer, 
Louise,  John. 

Caleb  Alexander  married  Lunda  Chisolm. 

Caleb  Alexander,  the  second  child  of  Esther  and  Nathaniel 
Alexander,  was  born  at  his  father's  house.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  gave  up  farming  and  kept  a  hotel  in  the  town  of 
Concord.  He  gave  up  the  hotel  and  moved  to  the  western 
part  of  Tennessee,  where  he  lived  the  balance  of  his  life. 

By  his  marriage  with  Lunda  Chisolm  he  had  two  children, 
Charles  and  John.    Both  are  dead. 

Jane  Alexander  married  Stanhope  Harriss. 
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Jane  Alexander,  the  third  child  of  Esther  and  Nathaniel 
Alexander,  was  born  at  the  homestead,  and  married  Dr. 
Stanhope  Harriss,  an  eminent  physician  of  this  county.  She 
went  to  her  husband's  home,  on  Rocky  River,  ten  miles  to 
the  west  of  Concord.  She  lived  here  her  whole  life,  and  is 
buried  near  her  home.  Dr.  Stanhope  Harriss  was  a  man  of 
noble  qualities,  pleasing  manners,  and  was  universally  liked. 
They  are  both  interred  in  the  same  graveyard.  Sarah  and 
Jane  were  their  only  children.  iSarah  married  John  Moss, 
had  no  children.  Jane  married  Dr.  Bingham,  of  Concord, 
and  had  two  children,  but  only  one  is  living  now. 

Eliza  Alexander  married  James  A.  Means. 

Eliza,  the  fourth  child  of  Esther  and  Nathaniel  Alexander, 
was  born  at  her  father's.  She  married  twice:  the  first  time 
to  James  A.  Means,  of  this  county,  on  February  19,  1821. 
He  was  at  one  time  sheriff  of  the  county,  was  a  good  man, 
and  he  was  known  for  his  gentleness  and  politeness.  He  is 
buried  two  miles  from  Concord.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Means, 
Eliza  went  to  her  sister,  Mary  Harriss,  who  lived  in  Mis- 
souri. Here  she  lived  for  some  time,  but  afterwards  went 
to  John  N.  Phifer's,  in  Coffeeville,  Mississippi,  and  remained 
there  until  the  death  of  her  sister,  Mary  Harris,  when  she 
moved  back  to  Dr.  Elim  Harriss',  whom  she  afterward  mar- 
ried.    She  had  no  children  by  either  husband. 

Sarah  Alexander  married  Francis  Locke. 

Sarah  Alexander  was  the  fifth  child  of  Esther  and  Na- 
thaniel Alexander.  She  married  Francis  Locke  on  Novem- 
ber 6,  1825,  and  went  to  his  house  in  Montgomery  county, 
N.  C,  near  the  Yadkin  River.  Francis  Locke,  her  husband, 
was  a  son  of  Judge  Locke.  He  was  wealthy,  and  owned 
among  other  property,  "The  Narrows,"  a  splendid  water 
power  on  Yadkin  River.  She  lived  and  died  at  her  husband's. 

Caroline,  James  and  Elizabeth  were  their  only  children. 
Caroline  married  Dr.  Ingraham  and  has  children.  James  was 
killed  in  the  war  between  the  States,  Elizabeth  married  Mr. 
Underwood  and  has  children. 

Mary  Alexander  married  Elim  Harriss. 
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Mary  Alexander  was  the  sixth  child  of  Esther  and  Na- 
thaniel Alexander.  She  married  Dr.  Elam  Harris,  who  was 
of  this  county.  Shortly  after  their  marriage  they  moved  to 
Missouri,  where  she  lived  and  died.  They  had  children — 
neither  the  names  or  number  known. 

Nancy  Alexander  married  John  B.  Moss. 

Nancy  Alexander,  the  seventh  child  of  Esther  and  Na- 
thaniel Alexander,  was  born  at  her  father's  house,  May  15, 
1810,  and  married  Mr.  Moss,  September  3,  1833.  They  had 
five  children,  Esther,  Mary,  Margaret,  Edward  and  John. 
Esther  married  Adolphus  Gibson  and  has  five  children.  Mar- 
garet married  James  Ervin  and  has  three  children.  Edward 
died  in  Texas  in  1872. 

Esther  Alexander  married  James  Gilmer*. 

Esther  was  the  eighth  child  of  Esther  and  Nathaniel 
Alexander.  She  married  Dr.  James  Gilmer,  who  was  from 
this  county.  She  died  in  1844,  leaving  no  issue.  Her  hus- 
band was  a  successful  Physician  and  farmer,  and  after  her 
death  married  again. 

Charles  Alexander  was  the  ninth  child,  and  John  the  tenth 
child  of  Esther  and  Nathaniel  Alexander.  Charles  engaged 
in  farming  near  his  father's  for  some  time.  From  here  he 
moved  to  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  became  a  clerk  in  a 
wholesale  commission  house,  where  in  time  he  became  a 
partner  in  the  house.  From  this  firm  he  dissolved  and  com- 
menced business  on  his  own  account.  He  acquired  a  hand- 
some fortune.  He  never  married,  and  the  time  of  his  death 
is  not  known.  John  went  to  Tennessee.  His  feeble  health 
unfitted  him  for  the  active  duties  of  life.  After  a  long 
illness  he  died  of  consumption. 

Margaret  Phifer,  born  1777,  died  1799,  married  Mathew 
Locke. 

Margaret  Phifer,  the  second  child  of  Caleb  Phifer,  was 
born  at  her  father's  house,  November  14,  1777.  She  re- 
ceived her  education  near  home.  On  December  10,  1794,  at 
the  early  age  of  seventeen,  she  married  Mathew  Locke,  from 
Rowan  county,  at  her  father's  house.     They  lived  'on  land 
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given  them  by  her  father,  where  Mathew  Locke  engaged  in 
farming.  She  had  an  only  son,  John,  by  her  marriage.  She 
died  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-one,  and  is  buried  at  the 
family  graveyard,  next  to  Capt.  Paul  Phifer. 

Mathew  Locke  was  closely  related  to  Elizabeth  Locke,  the 
wife  of  Martin  Phifer,  Jr,  and  was  well  thought  of  for  his 
many  virtues. 

A  plain  piece  of  soap  stone  marks  the  grave  of  Margaret 
with  an  inscription  in  these  words: 

Here  lies  the  body 
of   Margaret   Locke,   daughter  to 

Caleb  Phifer,  who  was  born 

November  14,  1777,  and  departed 

this  life  August  14,  1799. 

Aged  21  years,  9  months. 

John  Locke,  the  only  son  of  Margaret  and  Mathew  Locke, 
married  Miss  Bouchelle,  a  woman  celebrated  for  her  beauty 
and  many  virtues.  They  both  died  early  in  life,  leaving  no 
issue. 

Elizabeth  Phifer,  born  1781,  died  1845,  married  M.  Will- 
iam Moore,  born  1777,  died  1812. 

Elizabeth  Phifer,  third  child  of  Caleb  Phifer,  was  born  at 
her  father's  house  and  educated  near  home.  She  married 
Dr.  M.  William  Moore,  of  Salisbury,  N.  C,  in  the  year  1802. 
She  lived  in  Salisbury  until  the  death  of  Dr.  Moore,  when 
she  returned  to  her  father  and  settled  on  land  given  her  by 
him.  From  here  she  moved  to  Bedford  county,  Tennessee, 
where  she  remained  some  time.  From  here  she  removed  to 
Marshall  county,  Mississippi,  and  lived  there  until  her  death 
from  dropsy,  in  the  year  1845.  In  Marshall  county  she  is 
buried. 

Dr.  M.  William  Moore  was  born  in  1777,  and  died  in  1812, 
from  the  extraction  of  a  tooth.  He  is  buried  in  Salisbury, 
N.  C. 

The  virtues  we  give  to  deserving  people  were  their 's. 

Abigail,  their  first  child,  was  born  June  6,  1805,  died  No- 
vember 12,  1806,  and  is  buried  in  Salisbury. 
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Moses  W.  Moore,  bom  1807,  died  1851,  married  Rebecca 
McKenzie,  died  1863. 

Moses  W.  Moore,  the  second  child  of  Elizabeth  and  M. 
William  Moore,  was  born  at  his  father's  house,  in  Salisbury. 
He  was  educated  in  Salisbury,  at  the  best  school  in  the  vil- 
lage. On  the  death  of  his  father,  he  went  with  his.  mother 
to  her  father's.  From  here  he  went  with  his  mother  to 
Tennessee,  and  afterwards  to  Marshall  county,  Mississippi, 
where  he  married  his  cousin,  Rebecca  McKenzie,  in  1840. 
He  moved  from  this  place  to  Washington  county,  Texas, 
where  he  died  of  neuralgia  in  1851,  and  is  buried.  At  each 
of  the  places  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer. 

His  wife,  Rebecca  McKenzie,  was  his  first  cousin,  being 
the  daughter  of  Robert  McKenzie  and  Mary  Phifer.  They 
had  four  children,  William,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Robert.  She 
died  of  consumption  in  Anderson,  Grimes  county,  Texas, 
where  she  is  buried. 

William,  their  oldest  son,  was  born  August,  1841,  and 
died  September  6,  1843,  and  was  buried  at  Anderson.  Sarah 
was  born  July  3,  1843.  She  married  Dr.  Terrill  in  1863,  and 
is  now  living  in  Anderson,  Grimes  County,  Texas.  They  had 
an  only  child,  Bettie,  born  September,  1866,  and  died  in 
1872.  Robert  was  born  November  1,  1849,  and  is  now  liv- 
ing in  Anderson,  Texas.  All  of  Moses  W.  Moore's  children 
were  born  in  Marshall  County,  Mississippi. 

Margaret  E.  Moore  married  Edward  Cress. 

Margaret  E.  Moore,  the  third  child  of  Elizabeth  and  M. 
William  Moore,  was  born  at  Salisbury,  February  14,  1809. 
Was  educated  in  that  town  and  married  Edward  Cress,  De- 
cember 2,  1824,  at  the  age  of  15  years.  They  then  settled  in 
this  county,  where  they  lived  for  some  time.  With  their 
other  relatives,  they  moved  to  Bedford,  Tenn.,  and  from 
there  to  Lafayette  county,  near  Lagrange,  Tenn.  At  this 
place  they  lived,  and  Edward  Cress  died  and  was  buried  in 
that  county.  Edward  Cress  was  born  at  Chestnut  Hill,  Pa., 
October  6,  1804,  and  died  of  congestion  of  the  brain,  Sep- 
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tember  6,  1838.  They  had  seven  children:  Caroline  V., 
Elizabeth  M.,  Daniel  F.,  Susanah  H.,  Edward,  Mary  Ann 
and  Margaret. 

Caroline  V.,  their  first  child,  was  born  in  Salisbury,  Jan- 
uary 16,  1826,  and  married  William  M.  Sledge,  June  28, 
1849,  a  native  of  Franklin  County,  N.  C,  in  Panola  County, 
Mississippi.  In  1851  they  moved  to  Washington  County, 
Texas.  Here  they  remained  until  1872,  when  they  moved  to 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  they  now  live.  To  them  was  born  three 
children,  William  M.,  Margaret  E.,  and  Edward  C.  William 
M.  was  bom  November  1,  1850,  in  Panola  County,  Missis- 
sippi. Margaret  E.  was  born  April  3,  1852,  and  died  July  5, 
1854,  and  is  buried  in  Washington  County,  Tex.,  near  Chapel 
Hill.  Edward  C.  was  born  February  26,  1854,  in  Austin 
county,  Texas,  and  while  at  the  Military  School  at  Frank- 
fort, Ky.,  died  of  congestion  of  the  brain,  February  5,  1868, 
and  is  buried  in  Washington  county,  Texas. 

Elizabeth  M.  Cress,  their  second  child,  was  born  in  Salis- 
bury, N.  C,  September  30,  1827,  and  married  Samuel  P. 
Badget,  of  North  Carolina,  on  Dec.  10,  1843,  at  the  age  of  16 
years,  in  Marshall  County,  Misssippi.  iShe  died  of  congestion 
of  the  brain  in  Washington  county,  Texas,  where  they  had 
moved,  on  August  19,  1866.  There  she  lies  buried.  Mr. 
Badget,  her  husband,  was  born  in  1819,  and  died  of  con- 
sumption at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  February  3,  1846.  They 
had  only  one  child,  Ophelia  P.,  born  January  3,  1846,  died 
May  9th,  and  is  buried  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Daniel  F.,  their  third  child,  was  born  in  Cabarrus  county, 
September  22,  1829,  died  June  28,  1830,  buried  at  the  family 
graveyard.  Susannah  H.,  their  fourth  child,  was  born  in 
Cabarrus,  February  5,  1831,,  died  November  19,  1832,  buried 
at  the  family  graveyard.  Edward  Cress,  their  fifth  child, 
was  born  April  1,  1833,  in  Bedford  county,  Tenn.,  and  is 
now  living  in  Austin,  Texas.  * 

Mary  Ann  Cress,  their  sixth  child,  was  born  in  Lafayette 
county,  Tenn.,  March  23,  1835,  and  married  Leonidas  B. 
Lemay,  of  Wake  County,  N.  C,  April  19,  1856,  at  Chapel 
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Hill,  Texas.  Mr.  Lemay  died  of  cholera  December  16,  1859, 
and  is  buried  at  Chapel  Hill.  After  his  death  Mary  Ana 
married  Col.  Allen  Lewis,  October  20,  1862,  a  native  of 
Maine.  Mr.  Lewis  was  lost  at  sea,  October  20,  1870,  leaving 
three  children,  Ida,  Elizabeth,  and  Allen.  By  Mr.  Lemay 
Mary  Ann  had  one  child,  Leonidas  B.  Lemay,  born  at  Chapel 
Hill,  January  21,  1857.  Ida  was  born  at  Chapel  Hill,  May 
12,  1863,  died  at  Linden,  Canada,  November  8,  1870.  Eliza- 
beth was  born  at  Chapel  Hill,  August  20,  1866,  died  Novem- 
ber 18,  1870,  at  Linden,  Canada. 

Mary  Ann  Lewis  died  at  Galveston,  Texas,  June  14,  1873, 
where  she  is  buried.  Her  two  remaining  children,  Leonidas 
B.  Lemay  and  Allen  Lewis,  are  with  their  Aunt  Caroline  V. 
Sledge,  at  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

Margaret  Cress,  their  seventh  and  last  child,  was  born  in 
Lafayette  county,  Tenn.,  March  2,  1837,  and  died  of  conges- 
tion of  the  brain,  May  12,  1846,  in  Marshal  county,  Miss., 
where  she  is  buried. 

Sarah  Phifer  married  William  Houston. 

Sarah  Phifer,  the  fourth  child  of  Caleb  Phifer,  was  born 
at  her  father 's  house,  and  educated  near  home.  In  time 
she  married  Dr.  William  Houston,  who  was  from  Mecklen- 
burg county,  and  moved  to  land  given  her  by  her  father, 
close  by  the  home  place.  He  was  a  successful  physician, 
and  accumulated  a  good  fortune.  They,  with  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family,  moved  to  Bedford  County,  Tenn.,  where 
they  lived  and  died.  By  her  marriage  she  had  four  children, 
Lydia,  Caleb  Phifer,  William,  and  Louisa.  Lydia,  their  old- 
est, married  Dr.  William  Phoan,  at  Caleb  Phifer 's  house, 
March  17,  1823.  They  moved  to  Tennessee,  and  there  reared 
a  family — names  and  number  unknown.  Caleb  Phifer 
Houston,  their  second  child,  married  and  has  a  family  and 
lives  at  Shelbyville,  Tenn.  William,  their  third  child,  mar- 
ried a  Miss  Steele  and  has  a  family.  Louisa,  their  fourth 
child,  married  and  reared  a  family. 

Barbara  Phifer  married  A.  C.  McRee. 
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Barbara  Phifer,  the  fifth  cihld  of  Caleb  Phifer  was  born 
at  her  father's  house  in  1780.  She,  like  all  his  other  chil- 
dren, received  a  good  education.  She  married  A. 
C.  McRee,  who  was  from  Cabarrus  county, 
September  22,  1809,  and  moved  on  land  given  them  by  her 
father  8  miles  north  of  the  town  of  Concord.  Barbara  *3 
life  was  of  short  duration.  She  died  October  10,  1819  and 
is  buried  in  the  family  graveyard,  near  the  grave  of  Capt. 
Paul  Phifer,  with  the  following  inscription  on  a  marble 
tombstone : 

This 
Monument,  the  last  tribute  of  respect  that 
the  living  can  pay  to  the  dead,    in  order  to 
perpetuate  the  name  and     remebrance     of 
Barbara  McRee,     who     died     October  10, 
1819,  aged  29  years,  is  erected     by     the 
grateful  and  bereaved  partner  of  her  life, 
and  affections. 
Their   children   are   Cornelius,   Mary   Ann,   Margaret    and 
Phifer. 

Cornelius  married  Margaret  Means  and  moved    to     Ala- 
bama where  he  reared  a  family. 

Mary  Ann   married  Dr.  Robert   Means   and  had  an   only 
child,  Poindexter.    They  also  lived  in  Alabama. 
The  fate  of  Margaret  is  unknown. 

Phifer  married  Miss  Burt,  of  Alabama,  and  by  her  there 
was  no  issue. 

Mary  Phifer  married  Robert  McKenzie. 
Mary  Phifer,  the  sixth  child  of  Caleb  Phifer  was  born  at 
the  homestead  and  educated  near  there.  She  married  Dr. 
Robert  McKenzie,  an  eminent  physician  of  Charlotte,  N.  C. 
Here  they  lived  a  number  of  years,  but  afterwards  moved 
to  Cabarrus  county  and  settled  near  the  old  homestead, 
where  they  remained,  until  the  excitement  of  going  West 
enthused  them,  and  they  moved  to  Bedford  county,  Tenn. 
Having  acquired  the  disposition  to  seek  something  better — 
they  moved  to  the  States   of    Mississippi,    Louisiana     and 

30 


Texas  where  they  finally  settled  and  died.  Both  died  in 
Grimes  county,  Texas,  of  congestion,  and  were  buried  the 
same  day  at  that  place.  They  left  five  children.  Rebecca 
married  Dr.  Moses  Moore  as  has  been  stated.  Joseph  never 
married.  John  is  a  widower,  with  three  children.  Lucy, 
their  last  child,  married  Mr.  Pinkston;  they  have  four  chil- 
dren and  are  living-  in  Grimes  county,  Texas.  Mary  died  in 
infancy  and  is  buried  at  the  family  grave  yard  with  this 
inscription  on  her  grave: 

Sacred  to  the 

Memory  of  Mary  McKenzie, 

who  died  October  8,  1829. 

Aged  22  months. 

Ann  Phifer  married  John  N.  Phifer. 

Ann  Phifer,  the  seventh  child  of  Caleb  Phifer.  (The 
story  of  her  life  is  incorporated  with  the  life  of  John  N. 
Phifer  and  Ann  Phifer). 

John  Fulenwider  Phifer  married  Louisa  Morrison. 

John  F.  Phifer,  the  eighth  and  last  child  of  Caleb  Phifer, 
was  born  in  the  year  1786  and  was  educated  at  Dr.  Robert- 
son's school  at  Poplar  Tent.  Here  he  received  an  educa- 
tion that  fitted  him  for  the  University,  which  he  entered  at 
the  same  time  with  John  N.  and  "  Sandy "  Phifer,  at  which 
place  he  graduated.  On  his  return  home  he  went  to  farm- 
ing on  the  home  place  which  he  inherited  from  his  father. 
He  married  Louisa  Morrison  from  Lancaster,  S.  C,  a  wo- 
man of  strong  prejudices  and  ungovernable  temper.  They 
led  a  very  unhappy  life  and  John's  life,  that  otherwise 
would  have  been  prominent,  was  rendered  of  little  worth. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  42  years,  and  is  buried  near  his 
mother,  Barbara.  A  fine  tombstone  marks  his  grave,  with 
this  simple  inscription: 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of 

John  F.  Phifer  who  died 

December  27,  1828. 

Aged  42  years. 
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They  had  three  children ;  two  died  in  infancy     and     are 
buried  next  to  their  father,  with  these  words  on  the  stone : 
Departed   this   life  Departed    this    life 

December   4,   1823,   infant  October  24,  1827, 

son  of  John  F.  and  Louisa  Mary,  daughter  of  John  F. 

Phifer,  aged  1  day.  and    Louisa    A.    Phifer. 

Caleb,  the  remaining  child,  was  born  shortly  before  his 
father's  death.  At  an  early  age  he  was  sent  to  Princeton 
College,  New  Jersey,  where  the  distinguished  himself  and 
was  considered  a  man  of  uncommon  ability.  On  his  re- 
turn home  he  was  sent  to  Judge  Pearson's  Law  School  in 
Mocksville,  N.  C.  Here  he  remained  only  a  short  time.  On 
the  night  of  the  4th  of  November,  1844,  he,  so  promising 
and  so  young,  died.  By  his  death  the  name  of  "Phifer" 
in  Caleb  Phifer 's  branch,  becomes  extinct.  He  and  his 
father,  were  the  only  male  descendants  in  that  branch  of 
the  Phifer  family.  The  unhappy  marriage  of  Caleb's  pa- 
rents seemed  to  cast  a  gloom  over  his  life.  He  is  buried  at 
the  family  grave  yard  and  a  fine  marble  stone  marks  the 
place,  with  these  words  on  it: 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Caleb  Phifer 

son  of  John  F.  Phifer,  who  died  in 

Mocksville,  N.  C,  on  the  4th  night  of 

November  1844.      Aged  19  years  and  8  months. 

This  is  the  end  of  Caleb's  branch. 
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DESCENDANTS  OF  MARTIN  PHIFER,  JR. 


John  Phifer,  born  1779,  died  1845,  married  Esther  Fulen- 
wider,  bom  1784,  died  1846. 

John  Phifer,  known  as  "Jack,"  the  first  child  of  Martin 
Phifer,  Jr.,  was  born  at  his  father's  house  "Cold  Water," 
on  (September  1,  1779.  He  was  first  sent  to  school  to  Dr. 
McCorkle,  at  Thyatira  church,  Rowan  county.  There  he 
early  exhibited  talents  of  a  high  order  and  on  public  exam- 
inations was  singled  out  of  the  many  pupils  by  the  master  of 
the  school  as  the  most  popular  and  successful  scholar  in  the 
Academy.  Being-  prepared  for  college,  Ihe  entered  the  Uni- 
versity of  North  Carolina,  it  being  the  first  year  of  that 
institution. 

Here  he  soon  gained  distinction,  and  by  hard  study  rose 
to  the  head  of  his  class  and  when  he  graduated,  not  being 
19  years  old,  the  first  honor  of  that  institution  was  con- 
ferred on  ihim.  During  his  college  life  he  led  a  purely 
moral  life,  not  indulging  in  any  of  the  wild  pranks  of  his 
college  mates.  On  his  return  home  he  established  himself 
as  a  merchant,  in  the  town  of  Concord,  at  a  store  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  old  Court  House.  In  this  enter- 
prise he  was  successful,  displaying  remarkable  abilities  as  a 
merchant  and  in  a  short  time  accumulated  a  handsome  for- 
tune. While  living  at  "Cold  Water"  he  married  Esther 
Fulen wider  at  her  father's  house,  known  as  the  "High 
Shoals,"  in  Lincoln  County,  August  27,  1805.  After  his 
marriage  Ihe  built  a  house  in  Concord,  next  to  the  store  in 
which  he  did  business,  but  it  is  now  so  altered  that  all  re- 
semblance to  former  times  is  'obliterated.  In  connection 
with  his  occupation  as  a  merchant  he  carried  on  a  farm, 
called  ' i  Sand  Ridge, ' '  seven  miles  north  of  Concord,  which 
contained  three  thousand  acres  of  land,  that  was  given  him 
by  his  father.  It  was  his  custom  to  ride  daily  from  the  store 
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to  the  farm,  thus  carrying  on  both  successfully.  The  time 
he  commenced  farming  at  Sandy  Ridge  was  in  1814.  At 
this  place  he  built  a  fine  substantial  .house,  known  as  the 
11  White  house,"  and  removed  his  family  from  Concord  to 
it.  This  land,  from  some  cause  he  was  displeased  with, 
and  he  bought  another  farm  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county,  known  as  the  "Black  Jacks."  He  removed  his 
family  to  this  place,  gave  up  merchandising  and  devoted  his 
energies  to  the  farm.  The  house  he  built  here  was  a  frame 
dwelling,  situated  on  the  slope  of  a  small  hill,  around  which 
he  planted  poplar  trees,  some  of  which  are  still  standing. 

He  represented  the  county  of  Cabarrus  in  the  Senate 
from  1803  to  1806  and  the  House  of  Commons  from  1810 
to  1816.  In  politics  he  was  a  strong  Federalist.  He  was 
beaten  by  Forney  for  Congress  by  twenty-five  majority. 

At  the  "Black  Jacks"  John  spent  the  rest  of  his  useful 
life,  and  after  a  short  illness  died  of  congestion  of  the 
brain  October  18,  1845,  at  5  o'clock  p.  m.  He  is  buried  at 
the  family  grave  yard. 

In  person  he  was  of  medium  size;  his  weight  about  160 
pounds;  his  hair,  that  curled,  was  dark  and  Jiis  eyes  were 
black.  His  walk  was  firm  and  his  voice  manly  and  bold. 
His  features  were  refined  and  his  countenance  bright  and 
open,  and  complexion  clear.  He  was  talented  and  influential 
and  was  by  nature  intended  for  a  public  life.  Of  his  mind, 
activity  and  retentiveness  was  the  distinguishing  parts, 
while  his  apprehension  was  quick  and  his  judgment  singu- 
larly accurate  His  memory  was  so  retentive  that  he  was 
never  known  to  forget  the  slightest  incidents.  In  affairs, 
both  public  and  private,  he  was  never  at  fault.  He  had  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  human  nature,  which  enabled  him  to 
govern  men  in  his  benevolent  way,  for  by  nature  he  was 
compassionate,  always  ready  to  help  those  in  distress.  As 
a  public  man  he  had  superlative  abilities,  both  moral  and 
intellecual,  as  his  speeches,  both  in  the  Senate  and  House, 
will  show.       Being  thus  endowed  by  nature,  he  would  have 
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left  for  himself  a  greater  name,  that  all  generations  would 
have  reverenced,  but  his  eye  sight  now  failed  him,  wholly 
unfitting  him  for  such  a  life. 

In  social  life  he  was  known  for  his  politeness  and  ease  of 
manners.  He  was  noted  for  his  hospitality,  entertained 
much  company,  having  a  good  and  excellent  wife.  He 
was  easy  of  access,  giving  his  opinions  in  a  modest,  concise 
way.  His  moral  life  was  such  that  few  men  can  expect  to 
arrive  at,  and  his  purity  of  mind  made  him  indulge  in  all 
that  was  noble  and  good.  With  all  this  he  never  imposed 
his  opinions  on  others.  Not  a  blemish  of  any  kind  can  be 
found  on  his  name,  and  today  it  stands  out  as  radiant  and 
as  pure  as  when  he  died.  He  was  one  of  those  who  lived 
so  as  to  merit  the  good  will  and  high  esteem  of  all  who 
knew  ihim. 

In  his  domestic  character  he  was  truthful  and  firm.  He 
was  a  zealous  Christian  and  reared  his  children,  'tis 
thought,  somewhat  too  strict,  in  relation  to  church  matters. 
On  the  Sabbath  all  were  asked  to  go  to  church  six  miles 
distant,  those  who  remained  at  home  were  to  read  ten 
chapters  in  the  Bible,  and  on  the  return  of  the  ones  who  had 
gone  to  church  they  were  to  give  them  their  ideas  of  what 
the  ten  chapters  taught,  while  the  others  gave  a  synopsis  of 
the  sermon  In  the  evening  the  slaves  were  all  brought  in 
and  asked  questions  pertaining  to  their  origin  and  with  all 
this,  he  reared  a  good  family  and  was  sincerely  beloved  by 
them.  He  reared  his  children  to  act  and  to  think  for  them- 
selves; to  be  self-governing  and  not  to  be  governed  by 
others. 

In  the  cause  of  Temperance  he  was  a  firm  advocate  for 
many  years,  he  made  speeches  in  its  favor  and  did  much 
good  for  thg  cause. 

He  always  considered  the  slave  a  hindrance,  and  nothing 
but  the  laws  of  the  country  made  him  a  slave  owner.  In 
his  will  the  following  passage  occurs  in  relation  to  them: 
"In  no  case  if  they  must  be  sold,  shall  man  and  wife  be 
separated."     He  abhorred  above   all  men  the  slave  dealer, 
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and  frequently  remarked  .and  proved  it  by  fifty  names,  that 
during  his  life,  not  one  single  instance  could  be  found, 
where  such  a  man  prospered  in  life. 

He  suffered,  as  has  been  writeen,  from  weak  eyes,  caused 
by  over-much  study  at  college,  finally  terminating  in  cata- 
ract, producing  almost  total  blindness  for  a  number  of 
years.  Tihe  cataract  was  successfully  operated  on  by  Dr. 
Beckwith,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C,  restoring  his  sight,  but  his 
eyes  were  ever  after  weak,  and  to  protect  them  he  always 
kept  them  closed,  which  gave  him  the  appearance  of  being 
blind.  So  he  lived,  and  his  name  will  ever  remain  an  honor 
to  his  county  and  State. 

His  will  is  now  on  file  in  the  Clerk's  office  of  Cabarrus 
county.  In  it  he  divided  his  property,  which  was  great, 
among  his  children. 

His  wife,  Esther  Fulenwider,  was  the  daughter  of  John 
Fulen wider,  of  "High  Shoals,"  which  he  owned,  Lincoln 
county,  N.  C.  She  was  born  October  3,  1784  and  received  a 
good  education  near  home. 

The  day  after  her  marriage  with  John  Phifer  they  took  a 
bridal  tour  of  forty-five  miles  in  the  month  of  August  on 
horseback  to  her  husband's  house  at  Cold  Water,  where 
their  wedding  dinner  awaiting  their  coming.  She  was  a  wo- 
man of  inestimable  worth,  and  many  virtues  adorned  her 
character.  Her  family  was  of  the  best  and  exceeded  in 
wealth,  very  nearly  all,  in  this  part  of  the  state,  her  father 
being  an  iron  manufacturer. 

She  died  March  15,  1846,  and  is  buried  next  to  her  hus- 
band in  the  family  grave  yard. 

A  fine  marble  tomb  stone  is  erected  to  their  memory  with 
this  inscription :  John  Phifer 

Born  September  1,  1779 

Died  October  18,  1845. 

He  was  a  Christian  and  was  for 

35  years  a  members,  and 

26  an  Elder  in  the 

Presbyterian  Church. 
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He  was  the  poor  man's  friend, 

The  widow's  comforter, 

The  orphan's  counsellor, 

And  the  advocate  of  Temperance. 

Esther 

Consort  of  John  Phifer 

Born  October  3,  1784 

Died  March  15,  1846. 

She  was  a  lovely  Christian. 

The  children  of  John  Phifer  and  Esther  Phifer: 
Martin,  born  December  30,  1806;  John  Fulenwider,  born 
August  13,  1808;  Caleb,  born  June  16,  1810;  Elizabeth, 
born  April  20,  1812 ;  Mary  Simianer,  born  December  7, 1814 ; 
George  Locke,  born  June  7,  1817;  Sarah  Ann,  born  October 
23,  1819;  Margaret  Locke,  born  December  7,  182.1;  Esther 
Louisa,  born  May  31,  1824;  Mary  Burton,  born  November 
16,  1826. 

Mary  Simiana  Phifer  and  Margaret  Locke  Phifer  died  in 
infancy  and  are  buried  at  the  family  grave  yard,  with  this 
inscription  on  their  tombstones: 

Mary  Simiana   Phifer  Margaret  Locke  Phifer 

Born  December  7,  1814        Born  December  7,  1821 
Died    November   28,   1816.  Died  May  11,  1824 

Martin  Phifer  married  Eliza  Ramsour. 

Martin  Phifer,  the  first  child  of  John  Phifer  was  born  ai 
his  father's  house  in  Concord,  December  30,  1806.  After  he 
received  his  education  he  engaged  in  farming  on  land  given 
him  by  his  father,  four  miles  north  of  Concord.  Here  he 
built  a  good  house,  that  today  presents  a  good  appearance. 
He  married  Eliza  Ramsour,  daughter  of  Jacob  Ramsour  of 
the  town  of  Lincolnton,  N.  C. 

Martin,  at  the  time  he  carried  on  his  farm,  kept  also  a 
public  house,  by  which  he  made  money. 
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Through  causes  unknown  he  became  deranged  about  five 
years  before  his  death.  He  was  sent  to  the  asylum  at 
Columbia,  S.  C,  where  he  remained  for  some  time.  From 
Columbia  he  was  taken  to  the  Philadelphia  Insane  Asylum, 
where  after  a  short  sojourn  his  mind  was  restored. 

His  marriage  with  Eliza  Ramsour  brought  him  no  chil- 
dren. After  a  short  illness,  Martin  died  September  11, 
1852,  at  his  own  house  and  is  buried  in  the  family  graveyard. 

Forbearance  and  gentleness  was  part  of  his  character, 
while  industry,  honesty,  and  virtue  was  the  other. 

To  his  memory  a  fine  marble  tombstone  is  erected,  with 
the  following  inscription: 

In  memory  of  Martin  Phifer 

Born  December  30,  1806,  and 

Died  September  11,  1852. 

John  Fulenwider,  born  1808,  died  1850. 

John  Fulenwider  Phifer,  the  second  child  of  John  Phifer, 
was  born  at  his  father's  house  in  Concord,  August  13,  1808, 
and  he  received  his  education  at  Dr.  Wilson's  school  in  this 
county.  As  he  entered  life,  he  engaged  in  merchandising 
with  his  younger  brother,  Caleb,  in  the  town  of  Concord. 
This  he  followed  for  sometime,  when  he  gave  it  up,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  the  land  above  the  home  place,  "Cold 
Water;"  but  he  resided  in  Concord.  This  occupation  he 
followed  until  his  death,  which  was  from  consumption  on 
July  10,  1850.  Next  to  his  father  he  is  buried.  He  never 
married.  In  his  will  he  freed  his  slaves,  for  he  was 
opposed  to  the  institution  of  slavery  In  politics  he  was  a 
Whig,  and  in  religion  a  zealous  Presbyterian.  A  firm  be- 
liever in  the  doctrines  Christ  taught,  and  on  his  death  bed 
his  mind  was  at  perfect  rest  so  sure  was  he  of  dwelling  for- 
ever in  Paradise.  His  death  was  easy.  After  bidding  his 
friends  farewell,  he  closed  his  eyes  as  if  in  natural  sleep, 
but  'twas  the  sleep  from  which  there  is  no  waking.  In  per- 
sonal appearance  he  was  fine  looking,  with  manners  pleas- 
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ing  and  easy.  He  was  universally  liked  for  his  generosity 
and  kindness.  His  tombstone  is  of  marble,  with  this  inscrip- 
tion: 

In  memory  of 

John  F.  Phifer, 

Born  August  13,  1808. 

Died  July  10,  1850. 


Caleb  Phifer,  born  1810,  married  Mary  Adeline  Ram- 
sour,  born  1817. 

Caleb  Phifer,  the  third  child  of  John  Phifer,  was  born  at 
his  father's  house,  in  Concord,  June  16,  1810.  He  received 
his  education  at  the  many  schools  of  the  country,  among 
others  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilson's  classical  school,  near  Rocky 
River  church.  After  he  finished  his  education,  he  engaged 
in  merchandizing  with  his  elder  brother  John,  in  Concord, 
and  continued  that  occupation  until  the  beginning  of  the 
"War  Between  the  States."  He  married  Mary  Adeline 
Ramsour,  daughter  of  David  Ramsour,  of  Lincolnton,  N.  C. 
a  successful  merchant  and  farmer,  January  10,  1838,  at 
the  house  of  her  father.  He  inherited  the  home  place, 
"Cold  Water,"  and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  was 
wealthy.  Mary  Adeline  Ramsour,  his  wife,  was  the  third 
child  of  David  Ramsour,  and  was  born  August  5,  1817.  She 
received  an  education  from  good  teachers  near  home,  com- 
pleting her  education  at  ll  Barhamville, "  a  celebrated  school 
near  Columbia,  South  Carolina. 

The  children  born  to  them  were  seven  in  number,  namely: 

Esther,  born  December  23,  1840,  died  September  5,  1851. 
She  is  buried  in  the  Presbyterian  graveyard  in  the  town  of 
Concord. 

David  Ramsour,  born  April  14,  1839. 

John  Locke,  born  October  28,  1842. 

Charles  Henry,  born  September  28,  1847. 

Robert  Fulenwider,  born  November  19,  1849. 

Martin,  born  June  26,  1855. 

Sarah  Wilfong,  born  February  26,  1859. 

39 


David  R.  Phifer  married  Sarah  Whitmire,  of  Newberry, 
South  Carolina,  1865,  and  has  had  three  children.  The  two 
oldest  are  dead.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  "War  Between 
the  States, "  and  was  severely  wounded  in  the  side  in  the 
Battle  of  Newbern,  N.  C,  from  which  he  did  not  recover 
until  after  his  marriage.  He  engaged  in  merchandizing  with 
his  younger  brother,  Locke,  in  Concord,  N.  C,  but  after- 
wards went  to  Newberry  county,  iS.  C,  and  followed  the 
same  pursuit.  This  he  gave  up,  and  engaged  in  politics, 
which  he  now  follows.  John  Locke  never  married.  He 
engaged  in  merchandizing  in  Concord,  N.  C,  and  died,  hav- 
ing accumulated  a  handsome  estate.  Charles  Henry  has  no 
occupation.  Robert  Fulenwider  engaged  in  merchandizing  in 
Newberry,  S.  C. 

Martin,  after  the  death  of  his  brother,  John  Locke,  en- 
gaged in  business  and  became  a  merchant  in  the  town  of 
Concord.  His  health  soon  failed,  and  he  died  of  cancer  in 
New  York  City.  He  is  buried  in  Concord  in  the  Presbyte- 
rian graveyard. 

Sarah  Wilfong  married  M.  N.  Williamson,  of  Winston,  N. 
C,  August  29,  1883. 

Elizabeth  Phifer,  born  1812,  married  Edmund  R.  Gibson, 
born  1809,  died  1872. 

Elizabeth  Phifer,  the  fourth  child  of  John  Phifer,  was 
born  at  her  father's  house,  in  Concord,  April  20,  1812.  She 
in  early  life  was  sent  to  school  at  home,  but  her  education 
was  finished  at  Salem,  N.  C.  She  married  Dr.  Edmund  R. 
Gibson,  at  her  father's  house,  "the  Black  Jacks,"  February 
25,  1835.  After  her  marriage  she  and  her  husband  settled 
in  Concord,  where  she  now  lives. 

Dr.  Edmund  R.  Gibson  was  born  seven  miles  to  the  west 
of  the  town  of  Salisbury,  Rowan  county,  July  6,  1809.  He 
was  an  eminent  physician,  and  made  money  by  his  profes- 
sion. He  represented  Cabarrus  county  in  the  House  of 
Commons  and  was  a  Whig.     After  the  "War  Between  the 
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States"  he  removed,  near  to  the  place  of  his  birth,  where 
he  died  suddenly,  sitting  in  a  chair,  May  28,  1872,  and  is 
buried  at  Thyatira  Church. 

They  had  six  children,  in  the  following  order: 

Esther  Margaret,  born  January  16,  1836,  and  died  Decem- 
ber 18,  1836. 

William  Henry,  born  June  2,  1837.  He  was  killed  at  the 
" Battle  of  Gettysburg,"  Pennsylvania,  July  3,  1863.  John 
Phifer,  born  January  5,  1839.  He  was  a  soldier  during  the 
entire  "War  Between  the  States,"  holding  the  situation  of 
Lieutenant.  He  married  Martha  M.  Kirkpatrick,  January 
13,  1864,  and  engaged  in  business  as  a  druggist,  in  the  town 
of  Concord,  N.  C.  James  Cunningham,  born  November  2, 
1840.  He  served  as  a  soldier  during  the  entire  "War  Be- 
tween the  States."  He  married  Elizabeth  Puryear;  has 
several  children,  and  is  settled  in  Concord,  engaged  in  mer- 
chandizing, and  is  Clerk  of  the  Court.  George  Locke,  born 
March  15,  1844.  Has  been  dead  several  years.  Robert 
Erwin,  born  March  13,  1846.  He  married  Emily  Magruder, 
of  Winchester,  Va.  He  settled  in  Concord,  and  is  mer- 
chandizing.    They  have  one  child,  named  Emily. 

George  Locke  Phifer  married  Rosa  Allen  Penick. 

George  Locke  Phifer,  the  sixth  child  of  John  Phifer,  was 
born  at  his  father's  house,  "Sandy  Ridge,"  June  7,  1817. 
In  his  youth  he  he  was  sent  to  school  to  Robert  I.  McDowell 
who  taught  at  an  academy  near  Rocky  Mount  Church. 
George  finished  his  education  at  Greensboro,  N.  C.  On  his 
return  home  he  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm,  and  the 
"Black  Jacks"  was  bequeathed  to  him  in  his  father's  will. 

On  the  23rd  of  February,  1847,  he  married  Rosa  Allen 
Penick,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  D.  A.  Penick,  a  Presbyterian 
divine,  and  a  native  'of  Virginia. 

The  old  frame  house  George's  father  built  was  burned 
shortly  after  his  marriage,  but  he  rebuilt  near  the  old  lo- 
cation* 
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By  his  marriage  he  had  nine  children,  in  the  following 
order : 

Agnes  Tinsley,  born  August  24,  1850. 

Esther  Louise,  born  May  24,  1852. 

Sarah  Mariaih,  born  July  25,  1854. 

Anna  Rosa,  born  March  29,  1857. 

Mary  Elizabeth,  born  July  11,  1859. 

Daniel  Penick,  born  December  14,  1861. 

John  Young,  born  June  5,  1864. 

George  Willis,  born  February  1,  1868. 

Emma  Garland,  born  September  4,  1869. 

Sarah  Ann  Phifer  married  Robert  W.  Allison. 

Sarah  Ann  Phifer,  the  seventh  child  of  John  Phifer,  was 
born  at  her  father's  house,  "Sandy  Ridge,"  October  23, 
1819.  She  received  her  education  at  the  different  schools 
in  North  Carolina.  She  married  Robert  W.  Allison,  of  the 
town  of  Concord,  at  the  "Black  Jacks,"  31st  May,  1842. 
Robert  W.  Allison,  her  husband,  was  born  April  24,  1809, 
and  is  a  man  greatly  beloved,  and  is  one  of  the  excellent  of 
the  earth,  respected  and  (honored  by  all.  They  settled  in 
Concord,  and  had  a  family  of  nine  children.  In  the  fol- 
lowing order  is  their  birth : 

Esther  Phifer,  born  November  27,  1843. 

Joseph  Young,  born  July  16,  1846. 

John  Phifer,  born  August  22,  1848. 

Mary  Louisa,  born  March  22,  1850. 

Elizabeth  Adeline,  born  March  26,  1852. 

William  Henry,  born  February  26,  1854 

Caroline  Jane,  born  October  23,  1855. 

Annie  Louisa,  born  December  13,  1857. 

Robert  Washington,  born  March  15,  1862. 

Their  four  youngest  children  died  in  infancy,  and  are 
buried  in  the  Presbyterian  graveyard,  in  Concord,  N.  C. 

Esther  Phifer,  their  first  child,  married  Samuel  E.  White, 
of  Fort  Mills,  York  County,  S.  C,  November  21,  1866. 
Tihey  have  had  four  children:  Annie,  Elliott,  Grace,  and 
Robert.      Only    their    daughter    Grace    has    been    spared    to 
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them,  the  others  dying  in  early  childhood.  Samuel  E.  White 
is  a  successful  farmer  in  York  County,  S.  C,  and  they  reside 
at  Fort  Mills,  S.  C. 

Joseph  Young  Allison,  the  second  child  of  S.  Ann  Phifer 
and  Robert  W.  Allison,  was  born  July  16,  1846.  He  re- 
ceived a  liberal  education,  graduating  at  Davidson  College, 
N.  C.  He  studied  law  under  Jos.  H.  Wilson,  of  Charlotte, 
N.  C,  but  soon  after  receiving  his  license  to  practice  he 
abandoned  the  profession  and  entered  the  Presbyterian 
Theological  Seminary,  at  Columbia,  iSouth  Carolina.  In  two 
years  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  is  now  an 
ordained  minister,  having  charge  of  a  church  in  Jacksonville, 
Florida.  He  married  Miss  Cave  Devant,  of  Soutih  Carolina, 
who  refugeed  with  her  mother  and  family  to  the  northern 
part  lof  the  State  during  the  war. 

John  Phifer,  the  third  child  of  S.  Ann  Phifer  and  R.  W. 
Allison,  was  born  August  22,  1848.  He  settled  in  Concord, 
engaged  in  merchandizing,  but  afterwards  became  a  cotton 
buyer.  He  married  Annie  Craige,  of  Salisbury,  N.  C,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Burton  Craige. 

Mary  Louisa,  the  fourth  child  of  S.  Ann  Phifer  and  R.  \V. 
Allison,  was  born  March  22,  1850.  She  reached  the  years  of 
womanhood,  and  was  engaged  to  be  married.  Shortly  before 
the  happy  consummation,  sine  was  seized  with  li brain  fever,' ' 
and  died  after  a  short,  painful  illness.  She  is  buried  in  Con- 
cord, in  the  Presbyterian  graveyard. 

Elizabeth  Adeline,  the  fifth  child  of  S.  Ann  Phifer  and 
R.  W.  Allison,  was  born  March  26,  1852.  She,  together 
with  her  sister,  Mary  Louisa,  was  educated  at  the  Char- 
lotte Female  Institute,  N.  C,  at  that  time  under  the  super- 
vision of  Rev.  R.  Burwell  and  Son.  She  married  Col.  J.  M. 
White,  of  Fort  Mills,  S.  C,  a  brother  of  Samuel  E.  White,, 
her  sister  Esther's  husband.  Col.  Jno.  M.  White  was  a 
Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  Confederate  Army.  A  brave  sol- 
dier, fighting  tihrough  many  battles,  and  was  among  the  num- 
ber who  surrendered  at  Appomatox  in  April,  1865.  A  few 
years   after  the   surrender  he    and   Elizabeth   Adeline   were 
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married.  He  only  lived  18  months  after  their  marriage,  and 
she  still  occupies  the  handsome  house  and  home  at  Fort 
Mills,  which  her  husband  provided.     She  has  no  children. 

Esther  Louisa  Phifer,  born  1824,  died  1845,  married 
Robert  S.  Young. 

Esther  Louisa  Phifer,  the  ninth  child  of  John  Phifer,  was 
born  at  her  father's  house,  Sandy  Ridge,  on  May  31,  1824. 
She  was  educated  at  Charlotte,  N.  C.  iShe  was  accounted 
a  beautiful  and  amiable  woman,  more  so  than  any  of  her 
father's  family.  She  married  Robert  S.  Young,  of  Cabar- 
rus County,  and  lived  at  his  home,  two  miles  from  Concord, 
near  the  road  leading  to  Charlotte.  She  died  July  9,  1845, 
two  years  after  her  marriage,  leaving  an  only  son,  eight  days 
old,  and  is  buried  at  Poplar  Tent  Church.  "John  Phifer,' ' 
her  son,  lived  until  his  20th  year.  He  was  a  young  man  of 
great  promise.  He  entered  the  Southern  Army  when  quite 
young,  as  Lieutenant,  whilst  his  father  was  Captain  of  the 
same  company.  John  was  finally  promoted  to  a  Captaincy, 
and  during  tihe  battle  of  Chancellorsville  was  killed,  May, 
1863.  He  is  buried  at  Poplar  Tent  Church,  near  his  mother. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  having  pro- 
fessed faith  in  Christ  before  entering  the  army. 

Mary  Burton  Phifer  married  John  Anderson  Bradshaw. 

Mary  Burton  Phifer,  the  tenth  child  of  John  Phifer,  was 
born  at  the  "Black  Jacks,"  her  father's  home,  November 
16,  1826.  She  was  sent  to  school  at  Charlotte,  N.  C,  but 
completed  her  education  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.  She  married 
John  A.  Bradshaw,  of  Rowan  County,  at  the  homestead,  the 
"Black  Jacks,"  June  28,  1850,  and  lived  with  her  husband 
at  .his  home,  seven  miles  from  Salisbury,  near  the  Yadkin 
River.  They  afterwards  moved  to  Salisbury,  then  to  Char- 
lotte, and  finally  settled  in  New  York  City.  Their  children 
are  named  Harriet  Ellis,  Mary  Grace,  Annie,  Elizabeth  and 
John.    The  last  named  died  in  infancy. 

The  end  of  John  Phifer 's  family. 
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George  Phifer,  born  1782,  died  1819,  married  Sarah  Ful- 
enwider,  bom  1786,  died  1868. 

George  Phifer,  the  second  child  of  Martin  Phifer,  Jr.,  was 
born  at  "Cold  Water,' '  February  22,  1782.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  the  same  school  with  his  brother,  John,  called 
"Jack."  He  chose  for  his  profession  that  of  a  farmer,  and 
settled  on  land  given  him  by  his  father,  on  Coddle  Creek, 
five  miles  from  Concord,  on  the  road  leading  to  Lineolnton. 
He  also  engaged  in  merchandizing  with  his  brother  Jack. 
This  he  gave  up  and  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  Court,  a  po- 
sition he  held  until  his  death.  During  a  session  of  the  court 
he  was  seized  with  a  hemorrhage  of  the  lungs,  from  which 
he  died  a  few  days  thereafter,  at  his  home,  '  *  Coddle  Creek, ' ' 
on  January  23,  1819.  He  was  a  man  modest  and  blameless, 
and  was  beloved  by  all. 

He  died  early  in  life,  and  no  important  events  can  be 
found  concerning  him.  He  gave  to  each  of  his  children  a 
comfortable  fortune.  He  is  buried  at  the  Phifer  family 
graveyard. 

A  plain  marble  tombstone  marks  his  grave,  with  this  in* 
scription : 

"Sacred  to  the  memory  of  George  Phifer, 
who  was  born  February  22,  1782, 
was  married  to  Sarah  Fulenwider,  1808, 
and  departed  this  life  on  the  23d  January,  1819. 
Aged  37  years,  11  months.'' 
"Remember,    Lord,    our    mortal    state, 
How  frail  our  life,  how  short  our  date. 
Where  is  the  man  that  draws  his  breath 
Safe  from  disease,  secure  from  death." 
His  wife,  Sarah  Fulenwider,  was  a  daughter  of  John  Ful- 
enwider, of  High  Shoals,  Lincoln  County,  N.  C.     They  were 
married  April  23,   1808,   at   her  father's  house,   the   "High 
Shoals." 

Upon  the  death  of  her  husband,  George  Phifer,  she  took 
charge  of  their  children,  five  in  number,  all  of  whom  were 
of  tender  years.     She  was  a  woman  of  more  than  ordinary 
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intellect,  and  great  industry,  and  force  of  character.  She 
supervised  the  education  of  her  children,  and  improved  their 
estates,  and  fitted  them  all  for  usefulness  in  life. 

The  names  of  the  children  by  that  marriage  are  William 
Fulenwider,  John  Fulenwider,  Mary  Louisa,  Ann  Elizabeth, 
and  Martha  Locke.  About  six  years  after  the  death  of  her 
first  husband,  she  married  Mr.  Joseph  Young,  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Cabarrus  county,  and  by  him  she  had  one  child, 
named  Sarah. 

Sarah  Phifer  survived  her  husband,  Mr.  Young,  and  died 
at  an  advanced  age,  in  the  house  of  Joseph  H.  Wilson,  Char- 
lotte, N.  C,  January  24,  1868,  and  is  buried  in  the  cemetery 
of  Poplar  Tent  Church,  Cabarrus  County,  N.  C. 

William  Fulenwider  Phifer,  the  first  child  of  George 
Phifer,  was  born  on  " Coddle  Creek,"  February  13,  1809. 
He  was  sent  to  a  classical  school,  taught  by  the  Rev.  John 
Robinson,  at  Poplar  Tent  Church,  and  there  prepared  for 
college.  He  then  entered  Hamden  Sidney  College,  Virginia, 
and  there  completed  his  education.  On  his  return  home  he 
engaged  in  merchandizing  in  Concord,  with  R.  W.  Allison. 
This  he  gave  up  on  his  first  marriage,  with  " Sarah  Smith" 
only  child  of  Maj.  Robert  Smith  and  Margaret,  his  wife. 
This  marriage  took  place  on  January  1,  1833.  His  wife  died 
shortly  thereafter,  leaving  one  child,  named  Sarah  Smith 
Phifer,  who,  after  attaining  years  of  maturity,  married  John 
L.  Morehead.  They  settled  in  Charlotte,  and  the  following 
children  were  of  this  marriage,  namely:  Annie  Lindsay, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Margaret  Smith,  who,  after  reaching 
womanhood,  married  Dr.  Simons  Jones,  of  Charlotte;  Will- 
iam Phifer,  who  died  at  an  early  age;  Louise  and  John. 
Sarah  Smith  Morehead,  the  mother  of  the  above  named 
children,  died  May  12,  1867,  and  is  buried  in  "Elmwood 
Cemetery,"  at  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

After  the  death  of  William  Phifer 's  first  wife  he  married 
Mary  Martha  White,  of  Fort  Mills,  S.  C,  April  10,  1849. 
By  this  marriage  he  had  the  following  children,  namely: 
William  W.,  Robert  S.,  who  married  Isabelle  McGehee,  of 
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Person  County,  and  has  four  children;  George  M.,  Mary 
W.,  who  married  Clifton  Quinn,  of  Charlotte;  Cornelia  W., 
Josephine  H.,  who  married  William  Durant,  of  Fort  Mills, 
S.  C,  and  has  two  children,  and  Edward  W. 

He  settled  in  Charlotte,  and  there  reared  his  family  of 
children,  born  unto  him  by  his  second  wife,  Martha.  He 
was  in  affluence  until  after  the  surrender.  He  survived  his 
wife  three  and  one-half  years,  and  died  27th  December, 
1882,  and  is  buried  in  "Elmwood  Cemetery,' '  Charlotte, 
by  the  side  of  his  wife,  Martha,  who  died  June  1,  1879. 

Wm.  Phifer  had  a  daughter,  between  Robert  and  George, 
named  Addie,  who  died  in  infancy. 

John  Fulenwider  Phifer,  the  second  child  of  George 
Phifer,  was  born  on  "Coddle  Creek,"  at  the  home  of  his 
father,  May  1,  1810.  His  occupation  was  that  of  a  farmer, 
on  the  home  place,  which  he  inherited.  This  he  sold  and 
removed  to  Lowndes  County,  Alabama,  where  he  engaged  in 
cotton  planting  for  a  number  of  years  He  married  Elizabeth 
Caroline  Ramsour,  5th  June,  1839,  a  daughter  of  David 
Ramsour,  of  Lincolnton,  N.  C.  In  1842  he  returned  to 
North  Carolina  and  settled  at  Lincolnton,  where  he  has  since 
resided,  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  of  cotton  yarns. 

Their  children  were  four  in  number. 

George,  their  first  child,  was  born  February  10,  1841.  He 
served  with  distinction  in  the  "War  Between  the  States," 
and  was  once  severely  wounded.  He  was  Captain  of  a  com- 
pany from  Lincoln  County,  and  afterwards  an  officer  on  Gen. 
Robert  Hoke's  staff.  He  married  Martha  Avery,  of  Burke 
County,  a  daughter  of  Col.  Moulton  Avery,  June  8,  1870. 
He  has  eight  children,  seven  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely: 
John,  Moulton,  George,  Edward,  Isaac,  Walton,  Maud, 
Weighstill. 

He  resides  at  Lincolnton  and  is  manufacturing. 

William  Locke,  their  second  son,  was  born  February  17, 
1843,  and  was  killed  in  the  Battle  of  Chickamauga,  Tenn., 
September  20,  1863.,  and  is  buried  in  the  Episcopal  grave- 
yard at  Lincolnton.     Edward,  their  third  child,  was  Captain 
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of  the  company  once  commanded  by  his  brother  George. 
He  died  near  Petersburg,  Va.,  on  tihe  18th  of  July,  1864, 
from  a  wound  received  in  battle  on  the  18th  June  preceeding. 
He  is  buried  at  Lincolnton,  near  his  brother  William. 

Mary  Wilfong,  their  fourth  child,  was  born  December  25, 
1856  (the  only  daughter).  On  the  7th  of  April,  1880,  she 
married  Stephen  Smith,  of  Livingston,  Alabama,  where  she 
resides.  They  have  one  child,  Stephen.  Mary  was  endowed 
with  a  superior  mind,  which  was  improved  by  cultivation, 
and  possessing  the  most  amiable  traits  of  character.  She 
was  universally  admired  and  loved  by  all  with  whom  she 
associated. 

Mary  Louisa  Phifer,  the  third  child  of  George  Phifer,  was 
born  on  " Coddle  Creek,"  her  father's  home,  December  3, 
1814.  She  was  educated  at  Hillsboro,  N.  C,  and  was  cele- 
brated for  her  fine  intellectual  mind,  and  beauty  of  person. 
She  married  Jos.  H.  Wilson,  an  eminent  lawyer,  of  Char- 
lotte, N.  C,  December  9,  1846,  and  since  her  marriage  has 
always  resided  in  Charlotte.  She  has  two  children,  George 
Edward  and  Mary  Ellis. 

George  Wilson,  the  first  child  of  Mary  Phifer  and  Jos.  H. 
Wilson,  was  born  in  Charlotte,  April  19,  1849.  He  com- 
pleted his  education  at  the  University  of  Virginia,  and  after- 
wards studied  law  under  Judge  Pearson.  On  his  return 
home  he  became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  practice 
of  law,  and  with  his  talents  and  energy  is  meeting 
with  success  at  the  bar.  He  married  Bessie  With- 
erspoon,  November  11,  1874.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
H.  G.  Witherspoon,  of  Sumter  County,  S.  C.  She  descended 
from  a  long  line  of  Presbyterian  ancestors,  and  fully  im- 
bibed their  religious  impressions.  She  was  born  in  York- 
ville,  S.  Carolina,  June  15,  1853,  and  was  reared  at  "Cold 
Stream,' '  the  home  of  her  father,  in  Sumter  County.  She 
was  educated  at  the  Female  Seminary,  of  Yorkville,  S.  C, 
then  under  the  supervision  of  Rev.  Robert  Anderson,  and 
graduated  first  in  her  class.  8he  is  a  woman  of  strong  in- 
tellect, fine  manners,  a  good  wife,   and   fond   mother,   and  a 
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pleasure  to  all  with  whom  she  is  associated.  They  have 
six  children,  namely:  Mary  Louise,  Hamilton  Wither- 
spoon,  and  Nannie  Witherspoon.  "Harvey  White,"  their 
third  child,  died  in  infancy,  and  is  buried  in  "Elmwood 
Cemetery,"  Charlotte,  N.  C.  George  Edward  Wilson,  born 
February  8,  1890,  and  Sarah  White  Wilson,  born  February 
25,  1892. 

Mary  E.  Wilson,  second  child  of  Mary  Phifer  and  Joseph 
H.  Wilson,  was  born  in  Charlotte,  June  15,  1852.  She  was 
educated  at  the  Charlotte  Female  Institute,  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  Rev.  R.  Burwell  and  Son.  (She  acquired  a 
high  distinction  in  all  her  classes,  especially  in  music,  in 
which  she  was  very  proficient,  and  was  considered  unsur- 
passed as  an  amateur  performer  on  the  piano.  She  was 
gifted  as  a  conversationalist,  with  a  talent  of  adapting  her- 
self to  those  with  whom  she  came  in  contact,  winning  their 
esteem  and  friendship,  and  thus  securing  to  herself  a  wide 
circle  of  friends  and  admirers,  among  whom  were  some  of 
the  brightest  intellects  in  the  country.  These  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart  were  adorned  by  a  conscientious  adherence 
to  Christian  principles. 

She  married  Charles  E.  Johnson,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C,  De- 
cember 7,  1876,  and  resides  in  that  city. 

They  have  three  children  living,  Mary  W.,  Charles  E., 
and  Fannie  Hines,  and  two  died  in  infancy. 

Elizabeth  Ann  Phifer,  fourth  child  of  George  Phifer,  was 
born  on  "Coddle  Creek,"  her  father's  home,  December  3, 
1814.  She  was  a  "twin-sister"  of  Mary  Louisa,  and  was 
educated  at  Hillsboro,  N.  C.  The  resemblance  between  the 
sisters  was  so  close  and  striking,  both  in  intellect  and  per- 
sonal appearance,  it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  them,  one 
often  being  taken  for  the  other. 

She  married  E.  Jones  Erwin,  of  Burke  County,  N.  C,  at 
her  mother's  house,  December  6,  1837.  She  has  three  chil- 
dren, namely:     Phifer,  Mary  J,  and  Sarah. 

They  moved  to  Morganton,  N.  C,  where  she  now  lives. 
Her  husband  died  in  1871. 
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Phifer  Erwin,  the  first  child  of  Elizabeth  Ann  Phifer  and 
E.  Jones  Erwin,  was  born  at  his  father's  house,  August  29, 
1840.  He  completed  his  education  at  Davidson  College.  He 
had  a  bright  mind  and  acquired  knowledge  with  greatest 
ease.  He  is  a  man  of  fine  personal  appearance,  and  was 
endowed  with  more  than  ordinary  talent.  He  is  treasurer 
of  the  Western  N.  C.  R.  R.  Company,  and  resides  in  Salis- 
bury, N.  C.  On  the  20th  of  October,  1875,  he  married  Cora 
M.  Avery,  a  daughter  of  Weightstill  W.  Avery,  of  Morgan- 
ton,  N.  C.  He  has  five  children :  Annie  Phifer,  Corrinne, 
Addie  Avery,  Edward,  and  Eloise. 

Mary  J.  Erwin,  the  second  child  of  Elizabeth  Ann  Phifer 
and  E.  Jones  Erwin,  was  born  at  her  father's  house,  Novem- 
ber 19,  1845.  She  was  educated  at  the  Charlotte  Female 
Institute,  under  the  supervision  of  Rev.  R.  Burwell  and  Son, 
She  combined  a  vigorous  intellect  with  great  personal 
beauty  and  refinement.  On  November  19,  1874,  she  married 
J.  Mitchell  Rogers,  and  accompanied  him  to  his  home  in 
Shreveport,  La.  After  remaining  there  several  years,  they 
removed  to  Winston,  N.  C,  where  they  now  reside.  They 
have  had  five  children,  only  the  youngest  surviving,  named 
Francis,  born  March,  1883. 

Sarah,  the  third  and  last  child  of  Elizabeth  Ann  Phifer 
and  E.  Jones  Erwin,  was  born  in  Morganton,  N.  C,  June, 
1856.  She  is  a  superior  woman,  combining  remarkable 
amiability  with  unusual  strength  of  character.  On  May  3, 
1882,  she  married  Dr.  George  Moran,  o£  Baltimore,  Md. 
They  reside  at  Morganton,  N.  C,  and  have  three  children, 
Annie,  Mary,  and  Erwin. 

Martin  Locke  Phifer,  the  fifth  and  last  child  of  George 
Phifer,  was  born  at  his  father's  home,  " Coddle  Creek," 
January  25,  1818.  He  was  sent  to  "  Bingham  Shool"  and 
afterwards  to  Chapel  Hill.  On  his  return  home  he  com- 
menced farming  on  lands  he  inherited  from  his  father. 
Shortly  after  he  sold  out  and  engaged  in  cotton  planting 
with  his  brothers,  William  and  John,  in  Lowndes  County, 
Ala.      He  was  a  handsome  man,  but  very  retiring  in  his  dis- 
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position.  He  married  Sarah  C.  Hoyle,  a  beautiful  girl  of 
17,  daughter  of  Eli  Hoyle,  of  Hoylesville,  Gaston  county, 
July  12,  1849.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  he  returned  to 
North  Carolina  and  settled  at  Hoylesville. 

He  died  of  pneumonia,  March  9,  1853,  and  is  buried  at 
Hoylesville,  two  miles  from  the  town  of  Dallas,  in  the  Hoyle 
family  grave  yard. 

A  simple  marble  monument  marks  his  grave. 

The  end  of  George  Phifer 's  family. 


Mary  Phifer,  and  William  Crawford  and  James  Child- 
ders,  born  December  21,  1784. 

Mary  Phifer,  the  third  child  of  Martin  Phifer,  Jr.,  was 
born  at  Cold  Water,  December  1,  1784.  She  was  educated 
near  home  and  was  married  at  her  father's  house,  October 
19,  1803,  to  William  Crawford  of  Lancaster,  S.  C.  They 
settled  on  land  given  them  by  her  father  in  Rowan  county, 
near  what  is  now  known  as  " China  Grove." 

William  Crawford  died  early  in  life  at  this  home,  leaving 
two  children,  William  and  Elizabeth. 

In  the  course  of  time,  Mary  married  James  Childers,  of 
North  Carolina,  and  remained  at  her  present  home  for  sev- 
eral years.  They  then  removed  to  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  where 
she  spent  the  remainder  of  her  useful  life.  She  died  in 
1860  and  is  buried  in  Tuscaloosa.  She  was  a  woman  of 
sterling  worth  and  possessed  of  firmness  and  strength  char- 
acter.   Her  children  are  as  follows: 

Elizabeth  Crawford  and  William  Crawford,  these  two 
are  by  the  first  marriage;  Ann  Childers,  Susan  Childers 
and  James  Childers  by  the  last  marriage. 

Elizabeth  Crawford  married  John  Doby,  of  Lancaster, 
South  Carolina.  They  had  four  children,  Joseph  Martin, 
James  and  William. 

Joseph  married  Harriss,  and  has  children. 
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Martin  married  Sallie  Grier  and  had  one  son,  George.  On 
the  death  of  his  wife  he  married  Sarah  Sadler.  They  live 
in  Florida. 

James  married  Mary  Walker  and  has  children. 

William  married  Altona  Grier  and  has  a  family. 

William  Crawford  married  Lueretia  Mnll  and  had  five 
children :     Thomas,  William,  James,  Robert  and  Lea. 

Thomas  married  twice.  First,  Mary  Price  and  after  her 
death,  Mrs.  Klutz.     He  has  a  family. 

William  married  Miss  Smith  and  has  a  family. 

James  married  Sallie  Heilig  and  has  children. 

Robert  married  Miss  Crawford  and  has  children. 

Lea  married  Miss  Peeden  and  has  a  family. 

Ann  Childers  married  Mr.  Walker  and  had  four  children: 
Mary, ,  Martin,  Susan. 

Susan  Childers  married  Dr.  Reid,  of  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama, 
and  there  they  reside. 

James  Childers  married  and  has  a  family. 

Margaret  Phifer  married  James  Erwin. 

Margaret  Phifer,  the  fourth  child  of  Martin  Phifer,  Jr., 
was  born  at  "Cold  water,"  December  7,  1786,  and  was  edu- 
cated near  home.  She  married  James  Erwin,  of  Burke 
county,  N.  C,  at  her  father's  house,  January  7,  1808  and  went 
with  her  husband  to  his  home,  two  miles  from  Morganton, 
N.  C.  She  survived  her  husband  a  good  many  years  and 
before  her  death  was  entirely  blind.  They  .had  seven  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  William,  Joseph,  Martin,  Elizabeth,  Alex- 
ander, George  and  Sarah. 

William  married  Matilda  Walton  by  whom  he  had  five 
children:  Clara,  Anna,  Laura,  Henrietta  and  Ella.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  married  Mrs.  Gaston  by  whom 
he  had  no  issue.  After  the  death  of  his  second  wife  he 
married  Catherine  Happoldt  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
Sarah  and  Evelyn. 

Clara,  his  oldest  child,  married  Mr.  Mclntyre,  and  died, 

52 


leaving  two  children.  Anna  married  Robert  McConnaughey, 
and  has  a  family;  Laura  married  Martin  Jones;  Henrietta 
married  Gray  Bynum,  and  has  children;  Ella  married  George 
Green  and  has  children. 

Joseph  Erwin,  the  second  child  of  Margaret  Phifer  and 
James  Erwin,  was  born  at  .his  father's  homestead,  the  place 
he  inherited.  He  married  Ida  Holt,,  i>f  .  He  repre- 
sented Burke  County  several  terms  in  the  Legislature,  and 
at  one  time  was  Clerk  of  the  Court.  His  children  are  as 
follows:  Mary  L.,  Matilda,  Margaret,  who  married  Law- 
rence Holt,  of  Alamance  County;  Corinne,  who  married 
Mr.  Ghant,  of  " Company  Shops;"  Locke,  Ada,  William, 
and  Clarence. 

Martin,  the  third  child  of  Margaret  Phifer  and  James 
Erwin,  married  Jane  Hill,  of  Salisbury,  N.  C,  and  moved  to 
Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  where  he  lived  and  died. 

Elizabeth,  the  fourth  child  of  Margaret  Phifer  and  James 
Erwin,  married  Hon.  Burton  Craige,  of  Salisbury,  where 
they  lived  and  died.  Their  children  are  five  in  number: 
James,  Kerr,  who  married  Josie  Branch,  of  Raleigh;  Frank, 
Mary  Elizabeth,  who  married  Alfred  B.  Young,  of  Con- 
cord, and  has  children;  Annie,  who  married  John  Allison, 
of  Concord,  N.  C. 

George,  the  sixth  child  of  Margaret  Phifer  and  James 
Erwin,  married  Laura  Hinson,  of  Burke  County.  He  removed 
to  Tennessee,  and  there  died. 

Sarah,  the  seventh  and  last  child  of  Margaret  Phifer  and 
James  Erwin,  married  Dr.  John  McDowell,  of  Burke  County. 
Her  husband  died,  leaving  her  with  six  children,  namely: 
James  E.,   Margaret,   John,   William,  Frank   and   Elizabeth. 

Ann  Phifer  married  John  Crawford. 

Ann  Phifer,  the  fifth  and  last  child  of  Martin  Phifer,  Jr., 
and  whose  descendants  ends  this  genealogy,  was  born  at 
''Cold  Water,"  March  8,  1788.  She  was  very  young  when 
her  mother  died,  and  her  training  was  given  to  Esther,  wife 
of  her  brother,  "Jack"  Phifer,  who  then  lived  at  "Sandy 
Ridge."    She  was  married  at  the  house  of  her  brother,  Jack, 
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to  John  Crawford,  of  Lancaster,  S.  C,  a  brother  of  Will- 
iam Crawford,  who  married  her  sister,  Mary.  They  set- 
tled in  Lancaster.  iShe  survived  her  husband  many  years, 
and  died  July  1,  1855.     She  is  buried  in  Lancaster. 

She  had  four  children:  John,  who  died  in  his  youth; 
Elizabeth,  Martin  and  Robert. 

Elizabeth  married  George  Witherspoon,  a  lawyer,  of  Lan- 
caster, S.  C,  where  they  settled  and  have  always  lived. 
They  have  four  children,  namely: 

John,  who  married  Ada  White,  of  Rock  Hill,  S.  C,  lives 
there  and  has  a  family. 

Martin,  who  married  Alice  Harriss,  of  Cabarrus  county, 
and    had   four   children:    Harriss,    Mary,    James    and    John. 

Robert,  married  Malivia  Massey,  of  Lancaster,  S.  C,  and 
had  children. 

The  two  brothers,  " Martin  and  Robert' '  Crawford  fell  in 
defence  of  the  South  in  the  "War  Between  the  States." 
Martin  sickened  and  died  in  a  hospital  in  Virgina,  and  Rob- 
ert was  instantly  killed  near  Suffolk,  Va. 

THE  END  OF   THE   PHIFER  GENEALOGY. 
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